THE 


SPIRITVALL 


SONNE-SHIP. 


Ps at. $7. 3. 
Ghorious things are spoken of thee,O (tie 


of God. 


| /<4X- * j2\ 
; \ 
= / \ \ 
/ a ef \ 
/ | \ 
/ bs \ 
” PF \; j 
ſ SPY 3 DV, 1. | 
= SLY 
| | mem 
; (22 MT. = 4 | | 
{1 ' 5 A. FH } 
WER > i / 
\\ > \L ————————— — , / 
\ * * + 
= ; 
N / 
d a = 
= 


ArT Lonnoon 


Printed for Sauvelt Macnan, and ore 


eo be (old at his ſhop in Pavls Church-yard at theſigns 
of the Bull-bead, 1613. 


H h 


ha = a  www_" — oe Oo 0 ads. Ad... oo ooo 


, 4 
k 


5 ol " 
&-* Fy % 
F # F 
# ” ae hop 
{ou245aus} - 
” ” 
{ F ap wm d.. 
; £. 
_ $ ” fs yg # - 
* < Ci 
: 44425 w_ 
—_— 
y : y 6 =_y 
F ' @ 6 ER On ahis 
q 
# WY s., See 6 
ho | ® A 7, whe ” 
oy | [ L *. My bt _ ks, _ g 
LIE 2 - 
CON wa < . ". - A 6 
* i } jo . ; : if 1 LAS, ga : f : 
= 0 _ . A # WP... > 
, F: ; af wo Ps" «4, ”_ he” H 
. i x«£ #f - y « ” A ? 
WW p %% m n WE o > 
Wa. : ou ”" cs ECO 4 . 
jy | "_. : $I TS I 
_ - "1 Te. > top 
+ "IR, $5 ? ER". 5 bi 
FIRE? 4 en 2 t - 
wy 9--* L + i ' a * <4, +] b- i | 
n _— —— }- # 
Po - Lo Ms 
, f Cx 4 7 
£ 


- ip 
i 


T; 
'/ 

+, & 
A 


- 
I 
f 

hy 
Gl 


% 
£ ons 
Os 
*.. 
\ 


A 1 
ect 
\ 'Þ 
A 
$. 


AT 2 x 5 *% r 3 
% beret # fl of - - F [] 
4 + # 3 
. } ta? PF * 
a. $=14-4 4 4 
7 - 4 q " 
, > [ f = 
a - Pa”; 4 4 
As 4 — A _ by 4 . 
” 4, y . - - mY -_ 
” GS 
a hy 
*z 


J 
—  — —— 
\ 
+%\ 
? 


 IRu—”m— -—— pos 4 


ITE 
F 


» te ey es GE PIT IO en, b 
CF Iandee<tnuiicg a 0 The. »theds hw 
y SS IE ENGEL |. ; PE DE II 
_ s manera _ "SSnere- - 
— — — —_—  —— I ne er rrerras” 
Lats... 


To the Right W orſhipfull, and my much- 


to-be-reſpected friend, Sir /ohn Pointz;, 
Knight,one of his Maieſties Penſioners. 


x 1R, bepleaſed,1 beſeech you, to accept fron me this ſmall 
Y preſent {mall,not 1m reſpett ofthe matter of it,(for no man cant 
EV) treatof a more worthy ſubie(t), but in regard of my manner 

Sar of handling #t,who lining here by Gods pronidence, in a Coun- 
=> J, irey-Congregation,haue bound my ſelfe to ſtudy ſo to ffeaks, 
<4 that I may notexceede the conceit of common bearers, 18 
? ma be, notwithſtanding , that this myplaineneſſe(through 
Gods mercy , wbodoth make his power perfeQ through 
"ID weakenelle®) may ſomething further your vnderitanding, 
and enkindle your affefiionin and towards that great grace of Adoption, the conneiance 
whereof unto v5,was the very end for which the Sonne of God did debaſe himſelfe to be- 


22.Cor.12. g. 


come « man'>, If my endeauour herein,thall be bleſſed of Goa(according to the defire of * Gal.4.4.5. 


w7 ſoule )eoche edifying of you in chat honourable faith < which dwelt ſometimes tn your 
worthy Father,and which [ am verily perſwaded dwelleth in you alſo, 7 fpallmmnch 
reiejoe,and glorifie God in that behalfe. If it fall out otherwiſe, that ſome defett in my 
workmanſhip doe make this heanenly matter to be leſſe effelizall, yet gine leaue, Ipray 
Jou,to theſe paper r,to lie by yon,as a teſtimony of my deſire,to ſhew my ſelfe ( for your vn- 
deſerned refþeft unto me )not umtbankfull. Soforbearing to in:errupt you further , I a- 
gaine entreat you tareceme this meſſenger of my duty , andto keepe him with you , 4s 4 
pledge of my (etled purpoſe,both tolabour todeſerne your loue,andtobe acontinnallpeti- 
tioner tothe throne of grace,that you may bee keptby the power of God through 
faith vnto ſaluation*. (From Modbury) 


Your Worships in the Lord much bound, 


Sam. Hizrox, 


© Tude 20. 
4 2,Tim.1. 5, 


© x.Pet.1.5- 


- - 7, F 


1, Tohn 3. 1. Behold what lone the Father hath ſfhewed 
becalled the (onnes of God, 


Remember the holy policy vied by Paul becin; at A- 


ontovs, that 'we ſhould 


Ch {7 7 7 4 LL 

AS 4 yl hens 3,ſcei o'th ltar i the: AQ, 17. 
olds 2 thens®,(ceing among thery an altar inſcribed,7othe ws 
Os >, keowne Ged,and findingtheir humour of hearing xewes, 
»672/, PV | no Om 
VOY NE) JF heetookeaduantage thereby tofurther his purpole of 


preaching to them thetrue Tehovah: Whomye then igno- 
a OXPRg rantly worſhip((aithhe)hbim few IuntogonÞ:You pretend 
Cw > worihiptoanvoknowne God, behold, kere a God, 
Var DICED * whom you haue not knowne : you liſten for newes, (ee 
here that which before this time you have not heard of, My deſire is in this to 
bea follower of Pa»latthistime.Great is mens readineſle (chicfly in theſe vn- 
ſetled, and giddy times )to gaze vpon [trange and vncouth lights, ro run toſee 
things that are either rare,as hauing beeneſeldomelſeene,or elſe exquilire, as a- 
bounding with art,8&ful ofinuention:T have thought it fitting therfore,to quic- 
ken your attention ynto me this day, by promiling ſome kinde of ſatisfaqion 
vntoth:is{ceing humour:and haue thereforechoſen out this text ; by the very 
ficlt word wherof, as by ſome ſolemne proclamatis,weare calledrothe viewing 
of a matter,which 1s without all preſident,che worth alſo wherofis ſuch thatwe 
may well with a kinde of a{toniſhment and'amazednetle admire it, but the elo- 
quence of no man aliue,is abſe fully and effeftually to expretle it, Behold what 
loue the Father bath ſhewed unto vs.that we ſhould bee called the [onnes of God, I be- 
ſeech you afford me your heedfulleſt obſeruation,while Tſhall point my finger 
vnto thole particulars which are moſt remarkable in this ſenrence. | 
And firſt I will openthe words,andehen ſecondly che DoRtrines and inſtru- 
ions rilingour of che words, Inthe words there aretwo things chiefly: Firl?, 
what this meanes,Sounes of God:Secondly,what this, To becaled the Sonnes of God, 
Firit, Sownes of God,isa title vſed divers wates , The Soxneof God,is cither by na- 
ture,or by creation,or by participation,or by a generall profeflion, or by adop- 
tion.T he Someof God by nature,is Teſus Chrilt alone,whois therefore tearmed 
Gadsoaly begotten Sonne<,and his proper Souned4, Theregencratealſo areſaidto 
be Borne of God ©; but that is a borrowed (ſpeech, (ſpiritually to be vnderfiood, of 
anev creation,but not of any naturall deſcent. Somes by creation, are all both 
Angels and men:ſothe Angels aretermed the children of Gedf. And, that God 
is the Father of vs all by creation,isprooucd by that of the Prophet, Haze wee 
nt all one Father? hath not one God madews? 8, Sonnesof God by participation, are 
all Magiſtrates and men intruſted wich the (word of civill authority © , becauſe 
God dealeth with them as Princes with cheir children,to whom they commus- 
nicate ſomepartof their owne Majeſhes. Sonnes by generall profeſſion, areall 
which live in the viſible Church,and hauea ſhew of godlineſſe, and profeſleto 
worſhip God in Chriſt;ſothe peopleprofeſling true Religion before the floud 
are called the Sonnes of God. Sonnes by adoption,are ſonnes cholen thereunto, not 
being ſo by nature: Thus 2o/es may beeſaid to haue bin the adoptedchildeof 
Pharaohs daughter: He was as her ſomms*:and herefaſed to becalled the ſoune of Pha- 
ravhs danghter', And fo Heiter was Aordecai his adopted child , He tooke her for 
bu, owne danohter », Now,when this Sonne-ſhip by adoption, is appliedto thoſe 
whome Godchooſeth,there arerwokindes of it mentionedin Scripture: The 
former of which is but a reſemblance and figure of the latter : Of iris that 
| Hh 3 ſpeech 
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The Spirituall $ onne-ship. 


ſpeech of God to Me/era3 a part of his embaſſage to Pheraob,7[racl is my ſore, 
n &cwhich very priuiledge Pax/calleth by the name of Adoption, By its no 
other thing meant, but Gods chooſing that people out of all nations vnder 
heauen,to be his peculiar people:whichalbeititwere ap high fauour, (theglo. 
ric whereof did cuen dazle the eycs of all che world), yet, it was not properlya 
ſpiritual] bleſſing,but a type and a ſhadow of that Adeprion which Pas! calleth 
the Adeptionef [onnesy , which is that grace of God, by which he ispleaſedto 
takevs for his children in Chriſt, and to makevs heires together with him of 
ercrnallglory:and this is that which Saint /ob» ſpeaketh ofin this place: nor of 
the firſt kinde,for ſuch we cannot beznot of the (ſecond, nor third , nor fourth; 
for.ſo are many the ſonnes ef God,which ſhall nor be ſaved. - 

T he ſecond thing is,what it is,to be called theſonnes of God. It muſt not be 
ſo taken as though this,of being the ſonnes of God;were a matter of tire onely, 
without ſub ſtance,as when a man hath a word of reſpecalt vpon him, onely 
four complementsſake:but,tohecalled the ſonnes of God, and to be the ſonnes 
of God,arc here all one:ſo the Scripture ſpeaketh otherwhere z, That holy th 
which ſhalt be borne of thee, ſhall be calied the ſonne of God 4.Itlhall beasitis calleg, 


. and it ſhall be ſo called as itis:andafter , Thow childe ſhall be calted the Prophet of 


the Higheſt ©,& c.T his then is the ſenſe: B: bold and ſee,and let vs enter into a ſerum 
meditation of this point ,what an infinite aud unconcematle loue the Lord bath ſhewed 
vs, that wee (pould ve honoured both with the (wbſtance and with the title of his fonnes 
and danghters,adepted and choſen vuto himſclfe m Chriſt Ieſus. The generall points 
which are firlt,as linesto be drawne forth,and then afrer.to be ſet outevery one 
with his proper 6illing,aretheſe:Firſt,that the ſtate of Gods adoptionis aglori. 
ous cſate.Secondly,that it is an eſtate,of which it is poſſible for him that is in- 
velted into it,*e be allured in his vwne foule. T hirdly,thatitis an eſtate vnalte- 
rable, Fourthly, thatthealoneſpring and beginningof itis Gods loue, My 
textisthe liocke, branchingit ſelfe into theſe foure:how the life of each is de. 
rived thence,and what fruit groweth ypon every one, for the refreſlurg of our 
ſpirituall man, ſhall(by Gods aſliltance)letyouſee by courſe, 

How the firſt noint is grounded vpon this Scripture, appeares by the admi. 
ratio, whichthe Apoſtle breakes out into,wondring at the infiritenes of Gods 
mercy,»ho ſhould vouchſafe vntothe ſonnes of men ſuch a prerogative, and 
prouokingsothers to ioynewith him therein,as though itwerea matter (ingu- 
lar from alexample,chat we ſhould be advanced too great an honour to bethe 
Somnesof God.See((aith he) what an euidenceGod hath given of his loue, & con- 
fider wewell,wherher anyof our thoughts becable to comprehendthe height, 
andlengrh,and depth, and breadth thereof, that we, even we, the children of 
wrath,the heires of Hell,and ſonnes of the diueli,ſhould now be (Hled and enti- 
tuled the children of God, Thus the manner of the Apoliles (peaking, whois 
like a man raviſht in ſpirit,and ſtrucke with aſtoniſhment, at the beholding of 
this fauour,dothwſhfic my firſt colleRion touching the glory and dignity of 
A4eoptwon,V pon this point my meanirgis now a little roin{ilt , not out of any 
hope I haveto ſctour at the full a benefirſoineftimable,(for the tongue of menand 
angels cannot reach it)bur out of a deſire ſomewhat co helpe yourconceipt,and 
fo let youſee(as God ſaid to Moſes of himſelfe) as it werethe Back;parts* of 
that,the perfe glory whereof,the dimnes of our minds, who (as the Apolile 
ſaith) » doe ſee but wa glaſſe darkely,be notable to behold. For which cauſe I'wil 
ficlt aſſure you,that w hen I ſha/l have ſaid all that poſſibly Icandeviſetouching 
it, ſhaſl be as farre from the infinitenetle of the benefit it ſclfe,, as when I be- 
gan firſt eo declareir. | | 

Icouldealily colle& even a cloud® of circumſtances for the enlarging the 
glory & worth of thus eſtate;I will reduce all tothree beags,leſt by multiplying 
of points, I ſhould confound your memories. T he firſt is theexcellency ofthe 
Mcapcs 
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meanes fo procureitto vs. Theſecond is the maicſty of the perſon, by whoſe 

name (through our adoption) we are enticled. T he third is,the prerogatiyes & 

priuiledger that are belonging toit. Theſethree rightly weighed in che bal- 

lance of the (anRuary,will bring vsto ſome vnderitanding of the /x>poſſing and 

exceeding weight of gloryy that wearecalled vnto,when weare called the [ones of 7 2.Cor.4, i7. 

God. Ficttif the worth of a thing beto be meaſured by the price giuen for it,wel 

the may the Son-/bip of GodseleR be valued atthe higheſt rate,for which there 

was paid ſuch a matchlelle price : Iewas notobrainedlike the Romaneburge- 

ſhip;for « great ſumme*: nor for an banared fore-chins of ſome uncircumciſed Phils- x AR.22 28. 

ſtss,a hich was Daxids dowry for his wifeto king Saul*:nor for 30 heetr,e 30 2.Sam.18.27 

change of garments,the appointed reward for him thatcould vafold Sampſon:rid- 

dle>,nonor yet for ſuch a Crown as wastaken from the king of Rabbah,w-hich * Tudg.14.r2, 

weighed atalent of gold with precious ones ©:(the redempizon of (onles was much more * *5*m.12.30 

precious 4:)but the price was this,the Sonne of God mult debaſe himſelfetobe- apr 45.8. 

come the Sonne of man: God ſent his Sonne made of a woman,that we mightreceine the 

adoption of ſomes ©: never,a perſon of greater ttate(heis one that thinksienorob- «Gal 4.45, 

bery to bee equallwth Godf,nay heeisvery Gods : Neuer,adebaſement of lower * Phil.2.6. 

pitch ; in this,he made him{cife of noreputationh,e worme,and not a man,a ſhame of 4 1,loh 5. 10, 

meni: Whois then able ſufficiently ro admire the dignity of this ellate,(ro berbe \Pſal 2: 6 

Sonof God?) which was voprocucable,ſaue only by this infiniteprice,the making 1 IgE 

of him to become nothing, by whom God in the beginniag made every thing, 
Secondly,touching the Maiefty of him whoſe namewe beare beeing adop- 

ted,it is God(the Sownes of God. )Seemmethit (ſaith Danid, being vrged by the Cour- 

tiers to entertainetheoffer of Savls daughter,) a /zght thing to youto bee @ kings 

ſonne in law 2 and it is regiltred as an cuident proofeof Moſes faith, that hee « 1.Sam 18.23 

ſhould prefer the rebuke of Chriſt, before the title of the ſonne of Pharass daughterl, | Heb. 11. 24, 

Betweene God and Sex/,whatcompariſon?betweene the Lord of Hcauen,and 

the daughter of Pharaoh what proportion 2? Is it nolight thing co beetheſonne 

of Saul? is it no pettie honour to becalled the ſonneof Pharaobs daughter? 

and ſhall wee thinkeit a (mall prerogatiueto be the ſowne of God? David might 

be the ſonnein law of £a«/,and yet not thereby entitled to the Crowne : Moſes 

might bee the reputed ſonne of Pharaohs daughter, and yct bee (till but in che 

ſtareof alubiet : Althe ſomes of God,though they beas theſeedepf Abraham, 

like the ſtarres whom nime can number ", yetthey bee heices every one: /fweebee mGen, x5, 5. 

ſomnes,we arealſoheires® : It is your Fathers pleaſure to gime youthe kingdome®, Da- " Rom. 8.17, | 

»id might haue beenea king by the donation of Saw. Ioſera pecreof Egypr, * Luk. 12.32, 

| by theprocurement of Pharaohs daughter: yet both of their eltates had beene 

lyablero hazard, for God looſeth the collar of Kings and poureth contempt vpon Prin- 

ces? andthe houſes of the greatelt are but as the hou{e of rhe ſpider, ſuddenly ? Tobrza% ar, 

ſwept away with a broome4 : but this kingdomeisa kingdom that cannot be ſoa- 4Tob8.14, 

ken 2 he that is onceſeized of it cannot be remooued. * Heb.z2. 28, 
T tirdly,thepriviledgesannexed toit, Primledges,andimmunities,&char- 

ters forthe meant of them,are things among(t men much gloried io;In 

townes [ncorporate,an3 ſocieries of that nature,they be not a littleſtood vpon: 

but farre more honourable things areſpoken of thee thouchildeof God, 1» 

cob made [oſepha coate of many colours, becan{e he loned him : and God hath fſgen 27-36 

cloathed thee with many beautifull prerogatiues, becauſe he had a fauour vnto | 

thee, Tonumber them all, I way ſay with the Apoltlet, rhe 1imme would beetoo tHeb.tr.za, 

ſvort, itis hard for a mans memorie diſtinQly rocompriſe chew. I will azout 

of a garden (tored with beautifull lowers,gather vp two or three of the faireſt, 

an4 preſent them vnto you: Oaly before hand let me this admoniſh you, noe 

to look tn heare of any ſuch prerogatives as carie with them a worldly pompe 

(for rhe kings daughter, though thee bee glorious, ver itis within", Janditis that uPſal.gc.r g, 

which Saint Peter cals the hid man of the heart * ; which TL malt ſpeakeof, Now *2.Pcr,3,4. 
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theſe prerogatiuesareto be diſtinguiſned thus : tobeeither inthis life, or here- 
after. Touching this life, I will name you onely two: The firſt is an intereſt 
into Gods particular and ſpeciall providence, God hath a generall providence 
oucr all things:Thon openeſt thy hand,aud fillet all things lining of thy good pleaſurey: 
Yea,ouer the beaſts,7 hou Lord doeſt ſawe man and beaſt * : Yea,overthewicked, 
a The eyesof the Lord in eucry place beholde the exill and the good: Yea,ouer the di- 
ucls themſcluesd ; Hell and deſtruttion are before the Lord, Now there is in him a 
ſpeciall prouidenceouer his adopted ſonnes : They are moſt precious vnto bim<, 
Hu chiefetreaſure%. He that toncheth them, toucheth the apple of bus eye ©, He awel- 
leth with them *, He followeth them whither ſoener they goes. He Stands at theirright 
hana, He holdesthemwup by#t', Heekeepestheir feeiek, Hee connteth their wan- 
drings\, He numbreththeir haires®, It they doe but ſigh, he obſeruesit®. He gines 
hu Angels charge oner them 9: They are all miniſtring ſþ1rns, ſent forth to miniſter 
for their ſakes,which ſhall be heires of ſaluation?, It we haue any ſanonr of the things 
ofthe ſpwit 9, we mult ncedes adiudgethis ro bea great prerogative: For what 
can he want that hath ſuch a keeper? The Lord t my Shepbeard, I ſpall not wants, 
Ailcomforts, wherher inwardor outward, for body or {oule, this is that living 
ſpringtrom whick they proceed. If my wants be outward, here is my heauen- 
ly Father ftanding by me,he bnoweth what I needeſ\, and he cannot forget met: If 
my defects be from within ; he 1s that God of all grace ®, and ſhall fu/fii all vsy ne. 
c-{/i.zes * ; Neede I comfort ? hee is the Father of mercies, and God of all con. 
folationy : Want I direQian in watter of godlineſſe? hewil/teach ms the way that 
I ſballchooſe* : Amy Tlcantin holy duties and would faine be furthered 2 He wit 
make me perſe(t in good works, Am Ifalling backe,and would be confirmed? He 
will ſtabliſh me in excry word,and good worke®, Ain Talmoſt overtaken with ſome 
great offence ? He will keepe me from preſnmptuors finnes © : Haue 1 fallen by oc- 
calioninto a fault? 7 ſhall not bee caſt off, he will put vnder hs hand 4 : Am I full of 
infirmities,and fearetherigour of his Law ? He will ſpare me 44 4 mas fpareth bis 
owne {onne that ſerneth him<: AmTcalt downe with licknelle ? Hee will turac all 
my bed in my ficknes* : Have [ receined lotſe? He will teach me how to hane wants, 
Is my eſtate but low? He will make a little to be better wnta me then great richcrunto 
the mightyh: AmT loaded with reproches for righteouſnes ſake? His Spirit of glo- 
ric ſhallreſt uppu mei., ln a word, whatſoever may happen, Althings ſhall work toge- 
ther for the beſt vntome*.. This priviledgeof Gods eſpeciall pruuvidencezis that 
river of Ged,out of which flow theſe (treams to make glad the adopted of God, 

T be ſecond prerogative in this life,is thefree vie of Gods creatures,bothfor 
neceſlity,and for delight: Thisisa truc ſaying ; The chatter aunciently given 
by that great Lord of all at our firſt creation,touching the vſe of his creatures, 
wasforfeited into the hands of the Doner by Adamsfall, all our teeth were (et 
on edge with that ſower grape of his firſteranſgrefſion:It isreftored & renewed 
by Chriſt,and only to thoſe whoare honored with the adoption of ſonnes, on- 
ly theheires of heauen aretheright inheritors of thecarth, all the re(t arc but 
vſurpers. Betheir titles totheireſtates never ſo good,and firmeby the lawes of 
men ;z yet when matters come to (canning in the highelt court of equity and 
Chancery before God.they ſhall all be condemned for intruders: the /#b5tance 
which they haue dewonred, they ſpall vomit vp, for God foal draw it ont of their bel- 
lien, their very cating,and ſleeping, and drinking in the ayre, if they had noo- 
ther linne, ſhall beeableto condewne them. Thinkethen whata priviledge it 
is tobea ſonneof God,a man to beallured in his ſovle,that that which he hath,be 
itlittle, beeit much, yetitis thatwhich is his, by a renewed donationfrom the 
Lord,and that euery creature of God is good, and not to berefuſed by buy, if it be rt- 
ceined withthanksgining *, 

Now for the prerogativeof the ſonnes of God, appertaining to the life te 


come, which way ſhall T beginne to exprelle it, when neither eye bath /ceve, - 


ner 
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nor eare hath heard ior hath it come into mans heart, what God hath Prepared feb thoſe 


353 


tharlede imo? T'temember whatisregiltredof a cetrainepairccer, vhobtetrrs © 1.Cor,2.9, 


to expretſtheſorrby of a weeping father, Having fperit hivgkdFbeforegitt ſer: 
ting out rhefad paſtivos of his children, thoughe'tr chebeftts preſent tutivp; 
oh hisrable,to the beholder view, with his facecouered, thatſt hemight hive 
to be imagined by them, which hee folind hieoſeIfe'epablero (tt our 
full. Lnen uſt T docitirhis caſe; rhe tory of thar glory whicfthe 
ſonnesof, God ſhlHtreafter eioy, 1 mult commend iitto you wjchakintſeof 
filent dinicarion,thatfo you may with'your {clues ſuppoſe that ro Hee tifittire; 
which you ſeo chacT willnot adventure co expreffe: yergiue meleate ro fet'bt+ 
fore you, for cheforthetance of your private njedirarions, alirrleſhadoWthetes 
of, berwixe which'and it, there isnorwithſtanding as awch Cifference as t$be- 
twixt a drop of water, and thehvge occan Sea, When Haman was willed to 
ſpeak&by Abafmroſh, war ſhould be done to the man whome the kins would honour, 
he(ſuppolingtharthCkinghad'no meaningto honour any bur him,)ſaid'thins, 
Let them bring forth far om royal apparel, which the king v/eth to weare.and th e hore 
that the king vſeth to ride on, and that the Crowne-rozall may be [et vpon by hedd, and 
let the horſe,and the raymeent be atligered by the hang of one of the kings molt noble prin- 
ces ,and let them apperell the man,whome the king will honour ,and cauſe him toride vp+ 
en the horſe through rhe ftrcet of the city,and proclaime before him,Thinu ſhall it be done 
onto the man'whons the king will honoar v : So thallit be rothe ſonnes of God at the 
day of indgmenrt.Firlt,chere ſhall be put vpon them royall apparell,ſuch av#the 
Kiog of glory, Teſus Chrit} was ved co weare: long whiterobes 9, the garnent of 
{altation, therobe of righttonſneſſer, Secondly, the horſe which rhe Kiog riderh 
vpon, 1 will grant thens (faith Chriſt) :o fic with he in my ThroneC, Thirdly, the 
Crowne-royall ſhall beſer on their heads, Henceforth ({aith Pant) is laid up for me 
acrowneof righteonſueſſe*. Fourthly, this glory thall be furchered by the hands 
ofthe kings moſt noble princes: for, bz Angels ſhall gather together the Ele(t at 
that day *,and then ſhall beveritied the prophecie of tne Pialmegthis honvrr pal 
beto all his Saints* ;(0 ſhall it be doneto the men whome the Lord will honour, 
Thus I have given you a glimpſe of thar future gtory,leauingir ro be enlarged 
in your priuate thoughts, And thus allo have laboured for chetuſtificarion 
of my firlt poinr,to prooue the glory and the dighity of the eſtate of Adoption, 
which is, that myſtery which the Aagets chemſclats deſire to beholdey ; rouching 
which, I will now adde no more, onely as I bauegiuer you bill, asit wereof 
particulars,ſoIwill now in a word tender vnto you chegrand-fumme ofall,as T 
findeit drawne vp by the Apoſtle Pau/,wherefſpeiking rothe adopred of God, 
hethus ſaith, 4! things are yours, whether it be Paul or Apollos,or Cephas,orthe 
s preſent,or thmgs to come,cnen al are yours, 


at the full. Theliker 


world,or life or deatb,whetber they be thi, 
and ye (brifts,and Chrit Gods *. 
What ſhould now bethie vſe of this DoQrine, or wherefore hath this digni- 
ty of adoption beene [et before ve, but to (tire vs all vp to fay in our hearts,as 
Chriſts hearers did,when hebad ſpoken to then of the bread of life, Lord((aid 
they) 6cer more giuews this bread® ? foyou, I beleech you, ſay every oneinthe 
ſtrength of your beſtdelices ; 15the fate of Adoption ſuch an hononrable eſtate ? 
Lord exermore gize vs this a1gnity, And how happy might T bee,if by my labour 
this day, I might either cokindlethis detire, where hitherto it hath not beene, 
or might enflame it,or adde heate ynto it whete'ir is? Thinke wewell wich our 
ſelues what there is of moſt force to ſharpen, and ro ſeredge vpon our atteRi- 
00s, and ſee whetheritbenot hereoffered tovsinabundance. Is it honeur we 
atfe&? Why what greater dignity ? Is ir profit? What commodity is herewith 
tobee compared ? all other profits.periſh with the vſe, this, themoreitis vled, 
the more it epcreaſeth, and canneuer beewaſted, Ts it pleafure wee are in Tone 
with ? What pleaſureis not vile,1n reſpeRof that peaceof conſcience,thatzoy = 
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bRom.14.37. the huly Gho#7®, which accompanieth the knowledge andcertainty of adaption2 


E Heb. þ 2, 16, 


4 1.-loh.2. 16, 


© Prou.30. I5, 
f Hab.a.. 


£Gen-27.7. 

b hil.3.19. 

z Amos 6,6, 

k Luk,16,19. 
1 Tam, 5.5. 

m Zeph.1.8. 

n Iſa. 3.19. 

© x.Kin. 16, 9, 
P 2 Sam-13.6, 
9glerem.F.7. 
r Pſa}.64.5. 


lud.19.18, 


©Prou.26.1. 
U Tob 6.6. 


* A&.24.26. 
7 Luk, 14.18. 


But with what words ſhould I deuife to aggrauateandto (ct forth the. generall 
error of our iudgements, the vileneiſeof our atfeRions, the baſeneile of our 
thoughts, wholike ſwine, would rather ſnort ina dunghill, thenin a þedef 
downe,andlike the cockein the fable, would rather haue acerne of barley then 
a iewell of pricc,the onions,and garlick and pepons of Egypt, rather thenthe 
commodities of Canaan : a meſſe of redpottage with Eſan© rather then a birth. 
righe?thisis the great,the common, the far-ſpreading,thecrying linne of this 
generation. Letvslooke alittlevponthe bulinelleof therimes, and vpon the 
courſes of the greatelt part, and (ce how farce they bee from the purlvitof this 
rich grace, the graceof adoption, Thoſethree things which cur Apoltle 1oby 
ſpeaketh of 4, the luſt of the fleſh,the luſt of the eyer,the pride of bife, have the princi- 
ality almoſt in euery mans endeauours: ſome haue no tune but that of the 
horſeleaches daughter, gine give ©, their deſires are enlarged like bellf, they can 
never ſay,it is enough: ſome areall for hogour like Hamer, and nothing flic- 
keth ſo much in their (tomacke, as that all may not bowto them; and as was 
ſaid in Toſephs dreame,cuery mans ſreafe dorenerence to their ſheafes ; (ome haue 
no God buttheir belly Þ,co drink wine in belles i, and to fare delicronſly entry day, 
there is their felicity : Exery day muſt be a day of ſlaughter |: (omeareina hunior 
of cloathes, in the ſirange appare/lwhich Z ephamah [peaketh of =, the tires and 
zojer which Eſaynumbreth®, theſe are their (tudy,in theſeis their happinelſe: 
ſome be drinking like E/ah,s/lthey be drunke 9,ſome licke with Amnonfor lulty, 
ſome going by troups #to harlots henſes4, ſorne encouraging them(elues in wic- 
ked purpoſes,and ——_— rogether 10 lay. ſnares prinily* : theſeand thelike,bee 
thegrand-ewploymentsof thetimes ; inthe meanctime (let your ownehearts 
tell me) whothinkes vpon this great /ove which che Father hath ſhewed vntovy, 
that we may be called the ſonncsof God? This, in eur ſeeming,hath neither forme. 
nor beauty,when weſceit,wecan conceive nothingin it thatwe ſhould delireit 
thenercy of God offering it vato vs, is vicd by vs,cuen as the olde man at Gi 
beab!,it is forcedto takevp its lodgingin the ſtreerte,for no man receiueth ir to 
houſe: I cannot but admire Gods patience ; notwithſtanding the intolerable 
ſcorne which is calt ypen bis graciousoffer 1n thisbehalfe. Tell vs of beeing 
the ſonnes and daughters of Gad, of che dignity of adoption, of the glorious 
inheritance of the Saints,it is as welcome (according to Salomon: phraſe) as is 
the raize in barxeſt*, our palat findes nomoretallcip ir, then /obs could in the 
white of anegge®: Hethat hath no other matter totell vs but this, wewill ſay to 
him as Felix did to Pax/, when he began todiſcourſe of righreonſneſſe, and tempe- 
rance, indgment to come;Gotby way for this time, and when I hane connement time, 
I willcall forthee*, Which of vs willnot condemne the idle excuſes of thoſein 
the Gofpely,who being bidden to the marriage of the kings ſonne,would ſuffer 
theſcluesto be detained by ſuch vaineimploymentsI# have bought afarme((aith 
ene)/ muſt needs goſeeit:] bane fine yoke of oxen,({aith another)/ mnſt need; goprone 
the, Ipray banevs excuſed. Is any man(wil wethinke)ſo mad,as to leſe the favour 
of a Princefor the fight ofa farine? is ita mcete excuſe toreieR the kindnelle 
ofa king for the tryallof a yoke of oxen? who durlt ſend the Lord of his land 
ſuch an anſwer?I dare make you the judges of their brutiſhnes:how thenſhal we 
anſwer for our owne fault,who offer the Lord agreater indignitie? wee are not 
ſent for bythe king to be his gueſts,but ro be his ſons: wearenorfimply invited 
toadinner,but toan inheritance;yetoxen,and farmes,and ſhips,and vaineplea- 
ſures,nay,the duſt in the(treere ſhall be moreeſteemed:webe ſtill cooting, and 
digging in the carthlike Wants, beatingour braines, ſpending our ſpirits, wa- 
ing ourtime,ſhortningourliues, by carkivg and caring for the traſh of this 
preſentworld;z and yetwhatis allthe wealth in the world tothe riches in hea- 


uen ? whatarethe pollcſſions of the earth tothe inhericance of that Gogon e? 
| Tn =: 
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hi is all thehonourthe worldcan heapeypon a man;incompariſon of this, 
tobe the Sonnrof God ? Werethou as beautifull as A5/o/on,in whoſe body from . 
ah [ole of the foot to the top of the head, there was no blemiſh =: AgrichasNabal,who : , $., 14.25 
ihisſheepe-theating, made feaff mhiubouſe like the feaſt of a king * : as gloti+ * 1.Sam.25 36 
difly arraied a# Herod : ay abfolutein. gouernment as Abaſoncrofs, whocom- * At 12.21. 
minded 127. provinces ©; av(tately ſeated for dwelling as Nebuchadnezzar in , ER 
his royal palace of 'Bavel © : as politique as Ahitophel, whoſe counſell was like as one « -- «_ p 
h4a uked connfell at the oracle of God©: as gracious in courtas Hamantheſecond © 2.Sam 15.2 2 
in akingdomet ; yet,not being the (onneof God,thou ſhalt periſh aethebeaſtss, *Eft.z.r, 
rhiw (balt be kept tothe day of deftratiion,and brought forth to the day of wrath ».On n wr I2, 
theother fide, wetethouas much afflicted as./0b, who was ſartttenwithſore boyles 330 
forthe fole of 44 foot unto 1s crowne'i : as hard beftead as Lazarm, wholay loo- 'Tob 2 7. 
kitig for the reverſion of another mans trencherk : as much perplexed as was * Luk. 16, 21, 
| hewho ateaſhes as bread,and mingled his drinkewith weeping !: as much ſcor- ' Pal. 102.9, 
md&as Danid; yet, beeing'partaker of the adoption of: ſonnes, during thy "Plal.6g. 12, 
life oy thou haſt heard) the Lord ſhall bee cuer with thee, and in thy end thy 
Aath fall beprecions in hu (ight *.,thy ſoule ſhall be carried by the Angelrmts Abra- " Pſal.r16.15, 
hatns beſome 9 ,where Chrift #8, there ſhalt thoube alſo v, encn at the right haud of * Luk,16.22, 
Grd, where there is fulneſſe of toy aud pleaſures for enermore 4, Now, if this that * 19Þ-14.3. 
hath beene ſaid hath wrought ſo deeply, as to'diſcouer voto vsthis our great CES 46.8, 
finne in negleing ( as the Apofte fprakss 7, )/o great ſaluation: T beſeech youthat = Hebr 2.3, 
it way preuailealfo co begetin vs a holy rofalurion of reforming it: lets as 
the people did in N ehemiabstime,vpon thediſcouery ofa general linne,' make * Neh.g.z8. 
a ſure conenart,and ſealevmoit,cuenthat henceforth weewillaccountallthinges 
but /oſſe and dwng inreſpett of thu,that we may be called the ſonnes of God, 

And now,becauſe to exhort to a duty,and not to ſhew the meancsof perfor- 
ming it, might haply worke ſome inclinatron to good, but could never produce 
any perfect worke, therefore it thall not be vnfitting, (very agreeing I am ſure 
itis to the matter, and to thetext,) toopen that point alſo alittle, touching 
the meanes by which thoſe that doe atteR this prerogatiue of adoption, may 
attainevntolr, 

There are two places of Scripture eſpecially,by which wee may beerightly 
informed in this matter, Theoneisdeliuered by way of a dotrine;the other 
by way of an example. The formweris*, Ye are all the ſonnes of God by faith in t Ga1,z.26, 
Chriſt I:{as, Thelatreris,u He gauerthemrhs prerogatine or power to be the ſonnes * loh.1.12, 
0! God, enento them that beleene mhis name: Both put together doe make this 
200d, that the meanes of adoption, is faith in Chriſt Te/z4s, or (as Saint /obn ex- 
pounds ir) belcexing in his name, Here areall by faith made capableof adopti- 
on,cuen according to the ſaying, [ew,Grecian,bond, free,male femele * : Faith ſets = Gal g.28; 
open the dooreto all, That which Iwill ſpeake herein,fhal be drawne to theſe | 
three particulars:Firft,what kind of faith it is, which makes vs capable of adop- 
tion, Secondly,how it brings vsto bethe ſonnesof God. Thirdly,how itſelfe 
{s wrought in the hearts of theadopted. Touching the firſt, chis I ſay,that the 
b:lcexing or faith, which maketh a wan the ſonne of God, is a» ation of the will, 
whereby a man knowing cert ainly out of the Scriptures, that Ieſus Chriſt is thepromiſed 
Sazionr of mankinde,doth for the matter of hu ſoule,ſentle his heart,andrepoſe bimſelf 
wholly and ſolely vpon him, T his is properly that faith which is calledsu#+ying or 
ſaving faith, An allentvnto thetruth of God reuealed in Scripture,isnecelia- 
til required;asthe rote and foundation of Faith, but the very life. or (as wee 
ſpeake in (chooles)the forme of faith,is areſting vpon Chrilt,acalting a mans 
ſelfe wholly vpon him, for the ſaving of his ſoule: hence aretheſewords of re- . 
ference in thelanguage of the Scripture touching faith; to be/ceve in Chriſt,to be- 
lent in the name of ( hrift,&c, For the ſecond, thatalſo is neceflary toberight- 


ly vpened, becauſe ſome men of cerrupt mindes,being ſuch as Pas/ſpeaketh 7% 
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who would be Dottors, and yet vnderſtand not what they fpeake, neither whereof they | 


7 1,Tim, 1. 7, affirmey, doe thinke theleſpeeches, Faith inſtsfieth, faith adoprerh, faith {ancth, ta 
bee derogatorie to the glorie of God, and tocarrie a contradiion to theſe, 

(briſt inſtifieth, ('brift adopteth, Chriſt ſaueth, Vaderſiand we therefore,and beg 
 notdeceived: One thing way bee ſpoken of divers particulars ina different 

ſenſe; as for example, God the Father adopreth, Chrift Ieſua adopteth.the boly Ghefk 

adopteth, faith adopteth : theſe areall true and without any mutuall contrariery; 


they bee notas the yong men, which came forth out of the twoarmics before 


* 2.$:,2.16, Zoaband Abwer, every one of which thraft hs [word in his fellowes (de, but ta- 
b Pſal.1z3,z. ther Iikethe brerhren that David ſpeakes of, They awell together 1mwnityÞ, God 
the Father adepteth, a:the fountaine of adoption: Chriſt as the ground of adoptten : the 
holy Ghoſt as the applicr of adoption : fanth as the infirament of adoption; and ſo,inths 
caſe of wſtification. Belides,when in our common ſpeech,weſay of ome man, 
bu 6 mainetaines bims, is there any ablurdity in theſewords? No: for every 
man dothconceiue;that itis not a parchmentlinedwith a forme of words,and 
accompliſhed with a waxed label}, that that man lives vpon z butit is thus ap- 
prehended, that by his writing, ſuch or ſuch an cſtateis made over vntohim, & 
by the profits riling out of thar,he 18 maintained : ſowhenlI ſay,faith inTifieth, 
fanth adopteth,Taſcribe not any ſuch power limply vnto faith ; bue thisT intend, 
that faith conpleth me unto him, by whoſe righteouſne (ſe 1 am accepted with God, aud 
by whoſe right, | receinethe adoption of & ſonne, Thus then wee mull vngerſtand 
this point ; that faith, or belecuing, btings iuſtificationand adoptiun, not+by 
any ſpeciall excellency thatit bathin it ſelfe, but meerely and onely by that 
place and office which the Lord of his ownewill and mercy hath aſſigned it, e- 
©A&16.31, uento bethe condition on our parts : Belcexe, andthon ſpelt be ſaneds, Theor. 
dinanceof God makes a thing to have that vertue in it, which of itſelfe it can- 
not have, Put caſe Naamantne Syrian had of himſclfe gone and waſhed him- 
ſelfein Tordan feauentimes, ſhould he have beene healed of his leprofie? No 
doubtletle: but being commaunded by the Prophet, and fo having a warrant 
from God, he waſhed,and his fleſh came againe,/tke the fleſp pf a little childe,and 
4 Kin.5.14. be wascleane4, So, how if the Iſraelites being [tungin che wildernetle with be- 
j ry ſerpents, had out of ſome priuate motion of their owne, ſetyp a ſerpent of 
brafſe vpona pole,and looked on it,ſhould they have beene cured ? It wereidle 
, toimagineit; but Godappointing it, his ordinance gauea bleſſing vnto it: hee 
& Num:21.9-1 2p er Jooked.lixed©. T may truly (ay vnto you, that if wee of our (elues (withouta 
premiſeand warrant from God) fheuld haue caſt our (clues wholly yponthe 
merits of Chrilt for ſaluation,it could not have hol penvs: butthepromile of 
the Lord, Beleene and be adopted,giues irength to the action, and faith by this, 
not by it (elfe,vnites to Chriil,and inveſts vs into the vſcand comfort of all his 
benefits. Andthusis faith the inſtrument of adoption,not as it is a babitein 
vs, butasit is an at appointed by God, and bleſſed by him toſucha gracious 
purpoſe, Thethird point Lvadertooke, was to ſhew how this faith is wrought 
inthe hearts of the adopted, The ſupreame giver of faith is God, ewery good 
f Tam-1.17. gift is from him*, Tocometo C brift, and tobeleenein Chrift,are all ours : Now nout 
g Ioh.6.35- cancometo Chrift, except God the Father draw bim": Tojourt « giaen for Chriſtte 
vloln 6.44: peleenrin bimi. Butnow inas much as (according tothe ſaying of the woman 
i Philip. 1. 29- ; : 
k 2.S2m.14.34 Of Tekoahto Danid®,) God bath appointed a meancs,what that meanes igwe mull 
Rom. 10, 24. Enquire. Ttis plainly taugbtin thoſe well knownewords!, How ſpall they beleene 
in him of whome they hane not heard ? and bew ſhallthey beare without a preacher i 
When we magnificourcalling,and ſhew the neceflity of our miniftery for the 
® 1,C93,8,2, begetting of taith, ſome ſwelling ſpirits, who (as the Apoſtleſpeakes'®,) rhimks 
they know ſometbing when they know nothing as they ought to know it,cry to vs as Ko- 
rah and his complices did to Afoſesand Aaron; Tontake too much vpon you, ſeeing 


all the congreg ation «s holy ,cuery ons of them,and the Lord among them; wherefore = 
| it 
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lift ye your (elues abone the congregation of the Lord" ? and imaginethatwee rather * Numb 16 g, 

ſpeake out of a deſiretoſet out our (clues, that the world may thinke'there 18 

{ome vic ofvs;then our ſelues out of the truth of the thing. Bury/er Grd be true ®, n ggg , 

and let there be nodiſputing again(t his ordinance. Touching our (clues,this we | 
rotelle freely,that weare but zbe Mmſters by whom ebeleenc rrand as Peerand pill or pg, 

Tohnſaid touching the miracle vpon the creepleat therewple gated ; wee take *AGs 3.12. 

wot 1pons by our own power and godlineſſe tobeget faith in any mavs heartzthe ope- 

nizg of the heart #1n the power of another*, even in his who hath the key of Da- r AR. 6.14, 

wid, which openeth and no man (hutteth, ſhuttetb ana no man opencth!{ ; Woe bee viito * Reucl.z.7. 

vsif wee ſhall encroach vponthe Lords peculiar: butif ir bee his pleaſure,n ho 

makes hu power perfett by weakeneſſe® and whochooſeth the weakethmgsof theworld « , ©, ,\, 9. 

go confound the mighty things *, to tender vnto vs ſuch a treaſurezas ts faith,in ear- ® 1 Cer x a7, 

then vellels *, and 6y the foolsſpneſſe of preaching to [ave them that beleeney z whe * 2.Cora,z, 

art thou that thou ſhouldeſt diſpute with God ? Iris not my purpoſe to enter a 7 06-134, 

diſcourle of chis matter ; onely this [ (ay : when che Ifrachites deliring a King, 

God had appointed Sau/tobeetheir Head,it is (1d, wicked men deſpiſed him,«nd 

ſaid, ſhall he ſane vs? But a Band of men,whoſe heart Godtouched,they followed him ; * 1. S2m.10. 

fo, when God hath ordained preachers to gather together bis ſaints, though (ome ** >*7+ 

deſpiſers writhe the mouth,and [ay in ſcorne,why, ſhall theſe [ane vs? yer thoſe,lo ma- 

ny as whoſe hearts che Lord hath couched, they will follow, and they ro their 

comforts ſhall finde this meanes to be the power of God vnto [aluation, when the de- 

ſfpiſers ſpallwaniſh away *. * Kom. 1.1%, 
So then now I haue euen chalked you out thewayto adoption. Tsrbine +34 *: 

heart enfſamed with the delire of this glorious eſlatero beetheſornevt God? 

thou can(t not archieve it but by faith : being a beleevuer, thy delire in this can- 

not beinvaine. Could we haue dewiſed a more ealie condition? wouldelt thou 

beleeue?looke vp to the Father of lights ; faithis his only to beſtow : but for- 

get not the meanes, the word of faith which wepreach Þ, Though raving dogs ®Xkem.10,8, 

ſctopen their mouthes and barke againſt the moone, yet walke thor wn thu light, 

ardit ſball guide thy feete in the way of peace : and whenthe word preached hath 

brought thy hcart within thee to bee as the thirſty land, ſo thar now like the 

Hart for the riners of water ©, [0,it alſo panteth after Chriit, and thou wouldelt « pſajma 44.1, 

thinke thy ſelie happy, if thou mighteſt haue bur cne crumme of grace; know , 

that cthen,cuca then faith beginsto peepe out in thee, and thou artin the direct 

caurſeto be called the. ſonne of God. I beſeech you let no odde opinions,or faint- 

neſſe of ſpirit deraine vs from thiscourſe. When the people were in the wilder- 

neiſe, in the way to the promiſed Canaav, they ſent (pies toſeethe late of the 

countrey 4: At their returne,they brought of the fruiteof the land,& acknow- 4 yyumb, 3. 

ledged the goodnetle & fertility of the foile;but (ſaid they) the people be ſtrong, 

the enttes be walled, the [onnes of Anak be there, vpon this,the people were out of 

heart: well,Caleb Rood vp & lhilled them,ſaying, Letws go up at once and poſſeſſe 

it for undoubtedly we ſpall ouecomeit<,Jt may be ſointhis calezve may be brought 

toconfetle that itis an admirablething robe theſonne of God, and wewould: 

vich coatcaineit,but haply we will withallcait many peril;, and thinke with the 

luggard,there 15.4 lyon without * ; and ſo many things appertaining toit,that wee fproy, 2 2,12: 

ſhall never «ccomplih it. I ay therefore with Calcb, Let ws vp at once, let v5 net 

bewearied and faint in our minds, it i the Lordiworke, and he will proſper, And ſo, 

leaving the ſuccetTe of chisexhorctation to bis bleſſing, I cometo the 2.d6&tine, 

The ſecond Do@rine is, That it's poſſible for bim that # the ſont of God, to be The 2. dof 
aſſured in ht owne ſoule that hes ſo, Doe youalliudge whether this bea forced pats 
colleAion from this place, Iaske: ſpake rhe Apoltlevpon his knowledge, or 
Vp0!1 tuppoſals? Br helde what lone the Father hath ſpewed wntot' that wee ſhould 
becaicd the (onnesof God: and 8, vow areweethe ſonnes of God ® Wee know that wee o Verſe 2, 
ee urauſlated from death wntolife, becauſe we lone the brethren, 'Neither doth the n yerie 14, 
| Ii manner 
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manner of ſpeaking ſauour of ought, but certainty; neither could it agreewith 
the grauity of an Apoltletoſpeake ſo indefinitely,ſo determinately of that,of 
which he had no ſetied ground. Doubtleſle,the Apoſtle knew himſelfeto bee 
the /oune of God, You will ſay, he might know it, but it followes not therefore 
thatſo may we. Yes verily, For, firft, both here,and genera}ly throughout the 
whole Epiltle,heſpeakes inthe plural number(we,)ſhewing that in theſe points 
he lingleth not himſelfe out from the comon ranke of belecuers,but treates of 
matters common to them with himſelie, Secondly, leſt ayy ſheuld ſuppoſe, 
that though theſe things were common toother beleeuers with John, yet they 
were appropriated only tothe belecuers then,and with /ob»,he gives vs a gene- 
rallrule,that the doArineof comfort by the mediation of Chr:if, which he de- 
liyercth,belongs not to him onely,and the belecuers, towhome he wrote bur to 
all throughout the world : (othat,grant me of /obn,that he knew his owne adopti- 
on;I wil inferre,thatthis knowledge is a priviledge of all beleevers,in their meg- 
ſure,as well as his, Now for the point it ſelfe,there is vothiog for which the word 
of God doth atfoarda more certaine proofe, To know thatI am the ſonne of 
God,that my name w written tn heauen,that my (mnesare forginen ; theſethings are 
all oncineffe; and therefore what proofe may beealleadged for any one of 
theſe,the ſame pertainethvntoall. Revoyce (ſaith Chrilt) & nor that the ſpirus 
are ſubdued vmo you, but rather reioyce berauſe your names are written tn heanen, ] 
demaund, who can reioyce in things vaknowne? Fooles may feed themſeluts 
with idle hopes,& tickle their fancies with imagined contentments,but no man 
can ſoundly reioyce in'that of which bee hath noatlurance, Doe not boaſt of to 
morrow(ſaith Salomon!, Jand why not ofto morrow? becanſe thou knoweft not what 
4 day may bring forth: Wherefore,itis vaine boaſting of that whereof thereis no 
certainty. Bleſſed i hee whoſe wickeaneſſe ts forginen, aud whoſe finne ts conered""; 
Can a man bee bleſſed,and yet not perceiueit? can heebeehappy,and yet not 
know it? One maine partof happinelle is, inward contentment: Ignoranceof 
that vpon which my contentmentisgrounded,and contentmentit felfecannet 
agree: I beleeue the remiſlion of ſinnes, (ſaith the profeſſor of faith) in the 
Creede: Belecue(t thou the doArineof forgiuenelTe in a generality ? thou do- 
eſt well ;but the divels doe ſo,and they tremble n, Tapprehend, and am perſwaded 
of the pardon of mine owne ſmnes: there is the right meaning of thearticle, I am 
charged to gize all diligence to make my calling and eleftion ſure : ſure to God [ 
need not; I cannot: The foundationof God ſtandeth ſure of it ſelfe? ; ſureto mine 
owne ſouleI may,orelſe this preceptis in vaine. I am commaunded by my Sa- 


| uviourwhen Ipray,to call God Father: how is he tome a Father,into whoſe pre- 


4Pſal. 31. 22. 


T Pſalm. 7747 . 
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ſence I may dare rocome,& into whoſelap Imay be bold to vnfold my griefes, 
but as Lam his adopted ſonnein Chriſt? ſhall I tearme him Father, and have 
no allurancethat Iam hisſonne? this were intollerable preſumption. What 
ſhould I multiply proofesin ſo plaines caſe? Scripture proofes are not to bee 
receiued by tale, but by weight,one as good as an hundred, Tobring vs tothe 
allurance of our adoption,is the drife of preaching, the (cope of praying, ard 
the intentof our adminiltring and receiuing the Sacraments:all aime and drive 
at this, that we way learneto apply the generall (weetneſle of the Scriptures to 
our owne particulars. : 
But tocut off (as much as is poflible} all miſtakings: hereis a necetſary que- 
tion to bee made touching this alſurance of adoption that I now ſpeakeofz 
whether it be ſuch an atſurancewhichis ſo certen,thatit is neuer intermixed,nvor 
over-clouded,nor diſturbed with doubtings ?I anſwer: Tdarenot ſay it is ſuch 
anatllurance:T know Dawid knew himſelfe to be the choſen of God: yet I knov, 
that ſometime he thought he was caſt ont of Gods ſight 4, and that the Lord wonld 
ſoer nomore fanour*, I know that his tentations this way werelovg, ſo that his 
eyes failed for waning for God © , and much adoe hee had co maſter —_— 
iſtcuſts 
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diſtruſtfulneſTe, #by art thou caſt downe my ſoule, and vnquiet within me ? waite on 
Ged*, thrice there repeated: nay, know further,& am atJured,that they which 
neuer doubred of their adoption, did never belecueit: For, as ſocneas faith 


359 


* Hſ.42. & 435 


lookes aboue the ground of the heart,Sathan (eekes ro blaltiewith aſtormeof 


doubtings. What atlurancethen (will you ſay) is this you diſcourſe of? I an- 
ſwer,an afſucance aiming and ſtriving after atlurance ;anallurance wraftling & 
cowbatingwith continuall doubting an atlucance which lookes nor tocome 
to perfeion,but by waucring, Iris chewiſedomeof God by this very weanes 
to lettlethe hearts of his choſen. A man that planrs a rree, after that hee hath 
put it into the ground,and begunra throw earth thereop, ever andanan hee is 
ſhaking it; why? not toouerthrow it, but to feele it, how it (tands, tomake it 
finke deeper,aud the rootestoliecloſer tothe ground :ſo,the Lord givesleave 
tothe atſuranceof his children to be ſhaken, not ro weaken it, but to conbrme 
jandto ſettle it ſo much the ſurer in the heart. Thus is the atlurance of adopti- 
on, ever riving wich diitruſtfulnelle, ſometimes a little foyled, but ſoonerevi- 
uing it ſelfe, and ſti in the end crowned with viRtory : and who ſo ſhall ground 
his aſſurance vpon the many (tormes of doubtings,thathe hath endured, I am 
erſwaded hedoth build it ypona rule that ſhallnor deceive him. 

Firlt,this diſcouereth one grand error of Popery,which is (according tothe 
Canons of the Councell of Trewr,) Thatno man can have any ailarance of 
his adoption in this life,other then conieQturall, vuleiſe it be ade knowne vn- 
to him by (peciallecuclation. Hetharwill bea Papiſt indeede and compleate, 
is bound by the rules of his owne Religion, euen tothe very end and period of 
his daies,to be inſuſpenſe of that, without the atſurance whereot,the (oule of a 
Chrithancan have no ſolide comfort, Welſay a Chriſtian may doubt,it is poſ- 
fible for him ro doubr: they ſay, hee muſt doubt,and hee is accurſed if ever hee 
thinke,or endeauovur for any grounded certainty, Aiſerable comforters they are 
all, (as 7ob ſaid of his friends »:)and as in all their doArines they rob God of his 
glonie, which is his deerelt Jewell, fo they deprive the ſoule of the allurance of 
faith,which is her chiefelt comfort, But leaue wethem and comero our (clues. 

Secondly, this meets with corruptions among our lelues; twochiefly : the 
ficſt is theirs, who condemne this doctrine as preſumpruous: what? for men to 
take vpon them to know ſo much of Gods ſecrets, as whether they ſhall bee ſa+ 
ved or noz whether they bee the ſonnes and daughters of God or no? An- 


The 1.Jſe. 
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ſwer: Toprelſeto know what God hath ſecreted, 1s preſumption; but to _. 


refuſe to take notice of that which God hath appointed a meanes fo finde 
eut, that is vathankfulneſle. Truth is, of himſcife no man can finde eut this 
ſecrer,for the things of God knoweth no man,but the Spiru of God*: Butnow([aithhe) 
) wee hawereceined the Spirit which u of God, that wee might know the things which 
are ginen vi of God,and® we hane the minde of Chrit, Let men beware; left vn- 
der a, pretence of not preſuming, they make themſclues guilty of contempr, 
Theſecond 15 theirs,w ho neuer labour after any certainty of reſolution in this 
particular : I have ofren wondered at it, to ſee how in other things every mans 
dclire is to deale vpon certentics,and yethow in this maine & important point, 
they can ſatisfie themſclues with meere ſuppoſals, For renures of lands,for con- 
veyances, for lcaſes,for bonds, for indeotures, (Lord) what adoe there is among 
men | how many draughts in paper, what ſcanning of words, what weighing of 
every clauſe,as in a ballance,what counſelling with lawyers before engroiling , 
thenwhat care to keepethem, what boxing them vptoprevent embezelings 
and yer, what is all that is held, but euen a lump of theearth, for a man of 
clay ? ewe thinges, whichall chewitte and policie of the world, bee nor able 
to combine, Come wee to the point of our chiefe inheritance, and let 
mee proceede by poll, from man to man, and vige- him to ſhew 
his aſſurance . Alas, what wofull vncertaintie! 7 hope wel, ſaith one, 
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Ttrsf! ſaith another ; God « merciful, ſaith a third ; 1 bal doe as well ar others, 


ſaich a fourth : ſucely, he that hath no betrer aſſurance of his houſe wherthee _ 


dwels,then the molt haue,or care to haue of the promiſed inheritance of their 
foules,would thinke himſelfein an euill raking: Alas,thatwe which areſo poli- 
tiquefor our bodies,ſhould beſolinpleand illy for eur ſoules ! that weewhich 
ſecke to makethat ſoſure,which we are ſure to forgo,are ſoremille to lay a ber- 
ter foundation for the time ctocome! I would I were as ableto reforme this 
grolſefault,asIamtoconuinceit, Whois there amonglt vsable topleadenor 
guilty? cither we vtterly negleR this duty,or wee doe not plieit ſo diligently as 
weſhould. I beſeech you ſuffer the words of exhortation, and let my counſel} 
herein bee acceptablevnto you, Gize een all diligence to miakethis one point 
ſure,or elſelet meſpeake plainly vato you;you have nothing ſure but condem« 
nation : You build now vpon I knownot what hope,which indeedeisnohope, 
but meerepreſumption,and is but asthe reed of e/Zyypr 2,00 which if a manleant, 
it will goimo bis hand and pierceit, itwilldeceive vs molt, when by ir wee expe 
the greateſt comfort. Theeyes of thewicked ſhall faile((aith the Scripture) cher 
refuge ſhall periſh,and their hope ſhall be ſorrow of minde Þ, When death, the king 
of feare (as Bildadcalleth him <,) ſhall ſcizevpon them tbeir candle ſhall bee ſo 
dainly put out 4, their former confidence ſoatl conſume like avottenthing, and ui a 

arment that © math-eaten*, This may be-enough for the reproofeof this cuill, 

et me now with your good leaue follow the courſe in this which I held inthe 
former point: I firft perſwaded you to aftethe dignity of adoption. I next 
direated you how toattaine it: ſo now, I haue mooued youto labour for ally: 
rance,lcet meteach you how tobereſolued: And this is indeed the very (weete 
and marrow of all Religion, a man is butas an apprentice in Religion, hee1s 
never Maſter of his craft, rill heeis come to fome «kill and diligence inthis 
particular, 

It was one of theolde rules of the Law,Thatin the wonth of two or three wit- 
neſſes every word ſhould ftand®: Tt istherefore the wiſedome of God,thae the af- 
ſuranceof adoption ſhould begrounded vpon the teſtimony of two very (uffi.. 
cient witnelles, The Spirit of God, aud our owne ſpirus : The Spirit of God bearcth 
witneſſe with our ſpirit that we arethe childrenof God, Concerning this teſtimony 
of the Spirit, it is a myſtery to flefſhand bloud, it isathing more ealle to feele, 
thento expreiſe. There becertaine ſecret inftins and impreflions of nature, 
which no tongue or pen of any mancandefine ; as whocan determine thedi- 
flinRion of ſmell, by which the Ewe knoweth her owne lambe from a ſtran- 
ger 2 or thedifference of bleating, by which the one diſcerneth theother ip a 
multitude, which to our cares doe make the ſamefſound ? The ſame may bee 
ſaid of theſe ſecret workings inthe regenerate: they in whow they are perceive 
them, and makevſeof them ; but the diſtin and proper nature of che, it 
paiſeth the skill of the molt exaQartiſt toſetdowne. This is verified in nothing 
morethen inthis teſtimony of adoption,by Gods Spiric : ſomecircumſtantiall 
deſcriptis I may makeof it,but todefineit rialy is morethenT can perform, 
The Spirit of God beares witnes of adoption, by applying to the heart in par- 
ticular, the promiſes of God touching the remiſſionof ſinnes, and life everla- 
ſing by Chriſt, which are generally propounded by the publike miniſtcy:The 
word ſpeaketh in large and vnlimited manner vnto all, the Spirit of Godap- 
propriates it to my ſoule,and conuerteth that to my perſonall comfort, which 
was commended in common to thewhole aſſembly. //ay calleth this awerd 
bebinde*, privily aſſuring a mans ſoule of a more ſpeciall incereſt incogenerall 
fauours, Themaine thingto be cared for about this teſtimony of the Spirit, 
is how todiftinguiſh it from an illuſion of Sathan,from adiabolicall impoſture: 
It is truely ſaid that thedivell is Gods ape, and ſcekes tocounterfeit him al- 


moſt in every thing, There is a thing like repentance,which isnot rr 
ingdeede, 
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indeed,but only a worldly ſorcow,cauſing death: there is a thing like holinelle, 
which is not bolinelſe, but hypocrilie: thereis ſowewhar like prayer, which is 
not prayer,but lip-deuotion: fo there is ſomewhat commeth very neere the re- 
flimeny of the Spirit, which is net it, but meere collulien. You have ſcarce a 
wholeſome hearb inthe garden, bur you haue ſome hurefull weede inthe field 


which is like it z hee that 1s notskilfull, may be ſoone deceiued,as washeei that 


i 2.King 4:29. 


gathered Colequintida for his pottage: Letvslearnealictle then, how we may 
diſcerne betwixt thetrue teltimony of the Spirit, and the hilling of the Ser- 
pent. Two ſpeciall markesthere begby which we may diltioguiſh them: Firlt, 


that allurance efadoption, which is felc and perceived in tbe heart, then when 
the heart 18 caſt downe, andislike Dazids heart, Hy heart i hike waxe, it ts molten 
in the miſt of my bowels *,that (ameis vndoubtedly the voice of GedsSpirit.the 
tellimony of the holy Ghoſt. My reaſon is this: In the day of a mans ſecuri- 
ty,vhen hee hath lictle orno apprehenſion of liane, further then according to 
the common ſaying, that we are all farers, it is poilible for his owne vnſaniti- 
ed nature,tocheriſh him vp,and to feed him with a groundlelſc hope,of Tknow 


k Pſal,23. 14, 


not what. It is polliblethat Sathan ſhould putfe him vp with a preſuming coa- 


ceit, that no doubt he ſhall bee (aued., But take mea man confoundedin him- 
ſelfe with the cenſcience of linne like Ezra, ! roaring for the griefe of his heart with 
Danids , mourning 4s 4 dowe with Hezekiah®, hauing in him the arrowes of the Al 
mighty,the vewime thereof drinking vp hi ſpirit,and the terrors of God fighting ag ainſt 
bim with Iob ® : Take me (I lay) a man broughteo this exigent, and ſeeming to 
feelethe very ſcorching of bell fire; nature can atfoard him no refreſhing, bue 
matter rather of more perplexity: the diuell will not then ſeeke to cheere bim 
vp,but rather(if itbe pollible) to thruſt him forward into verer deſpaire? That 
hope of fauour which God through Chrift, then, which then ſprings vpio the 
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heart,(as it were a hand ſodainly calt out to ſaue a man at the very point of 


drowning,) muſt needs be the worke of Gods Spirit; becauſe it is contrary to 
the courſe and reaſon of nature, contrary to the ſpite and policie of the diuell, 
that a man ſhould then recouer any comfort. Leeno Chriſtian ſoule then for- 
oct this diſtin ion,as (urea ruleto know an illufion of Sathan,from a perſwa- 
lion of the holy Gholl, as Sbibbo/cth and Sibboleth was to know an Ephraimite 
from a Giteadite e The ſecond marke is this:T hat teſtimony of adoption,which 
is begotten bythe holy Ghoſt, iswroughtin, and by thevſcof the meanes, 
preaching,reading,mediatien of Gods word, prayer, the right andreverent vie 
of the Sacraments : For the Lord is ever a preſeruer and maintainer of that 
courſe which himſelfe hath ſanRified. If he appoint a meanes,he doth not(or- 
dinarily) worke,but by that meanes. The diuell labouceth the contempr,or elſe 
the careletTe yſe of the meanes, bat need(ſaith he) [o mach bearing ?ro what end 


P Iudg.12.C, 


i 4 mans ſo much buſying himſelfe about the word ? He is the author of cold,ſuper- - 


ficiall,and ſc)deme praying, of negligent reſorting to the Lords board, yet hee 
HE a mans care & heart,a confident expeRation of life cternall, This 
ntothee: Artthoua diligent and careful hearer ? doeſt thou give 


thea I ſay 


attendance at the poſts of the Lords doore ? Is his word the toy and reioeing of thy 
hearts ? Are the promiſes of God ſweet vnto thy month { ? Is it adelightvnto thee 


to bee an often gueſt with the relt of Gods people, at the heauenlybanquet of 


his holy Supper ? Loweſt thou to poure ont thy beart by prayer before him*©; 8& hath 
that hope of adoption which theu haſt, been wroughtin chee by theſe helpes ? 


And doe(t thou finde it tobe cherifhed, and to be more {tro 


and effeuall,& 


lively, by thediligent and cenſcicnable attending ontheny? Surely thou haſt 
Gods Spirit withinthee, who hath given thee 1bat white fone of diſcharge from 
theguiltof finne» :He# come toremaine with thee® to be the earneſt of thine mhe- 
ritanceY,and toſealethee umothe day of redemption= ? But ofirhe other [ide ; Art 


13 


when 


thoulike Galio,one that careft not for theſe uo things *? Or an Athenian, who 


2Prou.8.3 3. 
[et 15,16, 
i Pſ:x1g. 103; 


*©Dſal.63.8. 


vReuel.a. 17, 
* Hag,2.6 
YEph.1.14. 

z Eph.4 20, 
*AR,18,17. 
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b A&.17.18. whenthou beholdeſt a Preacher,thinkeft;what wil thu babler ſay ?when God 


EIob 21.14. 


a Malac. 3.14 


eGeneſis6.s, 
flecem 17.9. 
eP» ! 4-4. 
Plal.5 1.10. 
IEzcc.11.19, 


k 2, .Cor,7.1t. 
1Gal.5.17. 


offereth knowledge vnto thee,doeſt thou lay in thy heart,depars from we,Þ deſire 
5 not © ? Artthouof apinion that it #32 y4ize for men to belo preciſe about (er- 
ving of God 42 Art thou ene that prayeſt but ſeldome,other then in ſome for- 
mall words without inward feeling? and whocarelt for nooftner communica- 
ting at Gods board, then may keepe thee from the danger of a law? and yet, 
halt thou a ſecret perſwalion, thatthou are thechilde of God, and ſhalt bee {4- 
ued? Ifay vnto thee, this is but anillulion of Sathan; this is no-tellimony of 
the holy Ghoſt, The witnetle of Gods Spirit,and the contewptofthe means, 
doncuer meet. And thus much for the former of theſetwo witnefles of adop. 
tion, te Spirit of God. | aur 3165 JON 
Now,we haue heard the verdi& of the firfl witneſle,letvs proceed tothe ex- 
amination of the ſecond, and that is,ovr ewve ſpirit. By our owne ſpirit, isnot 
meant our naturall heart : For the imaginations thereof are onely.enill©, ut ts wicked 
aboue all things * , who can bring acleane thing ont of thus filtiineſſes 2 but thereby is 
meant, that which Dazid calleth a right fpirit ; It is that vew fpirir, which God 
comiſeth to put within the bowels of his choſen opcs3; aſpirit purified by the 
blood of Chrilt;renued and fanRified by the holy Ghoſt (uch a fprric it is whoſe 
tclt;mnony we muft hearken to. There is notrurh by nature in our inward parts, 
and our owne ſptrit can tcllifie nothing but vntruth, The cujdences of adopti- 
on ariling out of arenued and ſanRtified fpirit,are many, Iwillnamethe moff, 
and infilt ypon thoſe which 1 holde (conlidering the lateof thetimes)to bee 
molt conuenient: They may bereferred to twoheads, Firlt, inward tokens: 
ſecondly,uutward fruits. Inward tokens are either inreſpeR of eurownelinnes, 
orinregard of Gods jncry, Sinne bearetha threefolde conſideration: cither 
agitis pall, or as itis preſent, or as it may come hereafter. The renued ſpirit 
which mult be che true witneile of adoption, for linnes palt and commitrted,is 
an -nfained lamenter,e ven therefore becauſe they beetreſpalles againll Gods 
Maielty: This -# godly ſorrow k. With (innes preſent ic is an carneſl fighter, 
thereis a coutinuall combate betwixtitandtbe HBela!, Touching ins tocome, 


= Prog. 4.23* it is a continuall watcher, keeping it ſelfe with all arligensem,, ſtriving to bee kept wn- 


nTam.1.25. 


o2.pPet. 


otted of the world n,c5 to flic the corruption which u 1mthe world throngh luſt 9.Now 


7-4+ forthe mercies of God, ſuch as concerneſaluation, the renewed ſpirit hath 


© Plal 84.2.4 a doubleatfeRion. Firlt,of longing, 45 /oute longerb((aith David? ,Yit chirfcth 
oPſa.sz.z. forthe, Secondly,of baſe eſteemingall tbings,in reſpeCt of it: [rhinke allthings 
© Philip.z-8. G6» dung,that I 145 winne Chriſtr, Hereis aglalle worth our looking ip: If wc 


Cz King, 22. 
t Pſal-127.6. . 
vAR 8.21, 


x Rom. 6.16, 


Y Prou.23.35. 


* Heb,z.13+ 


cannot (ee by beholdingit,and by prying into our (elues,theſe cuidences in the 
tables of our owne hearts,what ſhall I ſay ? what? as fhabs Chaplaines,goeand 


proſper : nay,firlt;let my tongue cleaue tothe roofe of my month ©: I mult ay plaine- 
1y,as Peter to Simon Alagus,your bearts be not upright withinyonsn the fight of Goa". 
. And wee hauereaſan to thinke vpon it: For (to touch it as,by the way; ) where 


is ſorcow for linnes paſt, when it is ſuch adelight.to many to record eldevani- 
ticszſuch a vexationto themoſt,to haue their cuilsby-paſt;by.che word of God 
ript vp? whereis combating with ſinnes preſent, whenamen giuethequſelucs as 


[ernants teobey them* 2 where iscareto preuent future cuills, hen men. ſtudy to 


offend, and ſay of their ſinnes, asthe-drunkard of his, wee will. ſecke them 1ct 
filly ? Againe,whereizlonging for Gods mercy.in Chriſt, vbenthere is an vai- 
verſall flintinefle in mens hearts, that the greateſt part of, men know not what 
it is to neede, a Sauigur 2 where is an accounting all thing, yile-in reſpeR of 
grace,when men areſo bewitched with the glory of carthly thipges,and (0 hars- 
ned through the decenfulneſſe of. fame *, that nothipg, is in ſo litile grace, as the 
grace of God? Flarter wee not our (clues, thewantof theſe cuidences of adop- 
tion, ſhall bee a ſufficient euſdenceto progue vs baſtards, and net ſonnes at thc 


day of Chriſt, Thus of inward tokens: now next of outward fruites, oy - 
uch 
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ſuch fruits as ſobn Baprifi (pake of, Fraite worthy amendment of life 3,” You have * Luk. 3.8. 
two ſpeciall catalogues of them:(theone Þ,theothers:) theſecannot bewhol. * Gal5.22- 
ly wanting withour, where chere is a renved ſpirit within, There isakindeof Pct. x 5. 
winter ouertakes the holielt of Gods ſeruantsy/ inwhich there: is {mall appea- — © 
rance of ftuit, bur (becaulethereis euera certaine ſecret ſeede remaining) © 1.Job,z:9, 

therecan beno perpetuall barrennetle; Thinke weethat the Lord-will leaue 

them tobe as vallals of Sathan,and (laucs co finne, on whom it is hiswillco be- 

flow akingdoime?All the vellels of honour which are meete for the Lord , arc 
preparedtogood workes<,and their fruits: in holinefſe, whoſe end pall be enerla- 52, Tim.2.21; 
fling lifef, T hat feeling of Gods louc,which 5s hed abroad inthe beartrof bis chil * Roms, 22. 
drens , makes chem to loue God againe, to loue what hecommaunds, to hate (Y4vm.5-5, 
that which is knowneto ve diſplealing to his maicſtie : Ir will makethem rea- 

ſon as {oſeph didz How then can [ doe thus great wickedneſſe,and {o ſinme againſt Godh? Geng, 
He that finds GoJtobe a Father to him, will carrie achild-like difpolition co 

God. Theſe things are ſo plaine , that they neede no provfe, I ſet this downe 

therefore for good: Owrfpir ,if it teltifie aright, touching wur adoption, 

bearcth witnelſe by che outward fruits of new obedience: they Joe all ſhine as 

lights 791009 men i.ſo many as ſhall walks with Chriſt mm white, and ſpine as the Sanne * Phil.+.1 $. 
inthe kingaome of God &, Now, what ſhall we doe, and which way ſhall we looke, * Math.: 3.43. 
when wecometo be tried by this witnelle ? For(alas)whar be the fruics of men 

profelling godlinelle ? whata loathſome (auour ſhould I ſeemetoraiſe yp.if I 
ſhould enter into the diſcouerie of the filehinefleof theſewofulltimes ? which 
yetnotwithſtanding too too ſhametully,and with a whoores forehead that can- 

not bluſh layeth open it (elfe , with anhigh hand ro the diſhonour of God, to 

the ſhame of tha Goſpel,to the (launder of Religion,andto the opening of the 
-mouth of Papiſtsagainl} Gods truth Wegiuethe world occalion to b/afpheme 

that worthy name after which we be named). What acontrovertie hath God with 17,,,, , 
the times for thoſe {innes which Hoſea ſpeakes of», Swearing, Lymg, Killing, = Chap.4.1; 
S tcaling Whooringt How are thoſe linnes of Sodome, Pride, Fulneſſe, ldleneſſe n, "Eze.16.49- 
grownetoa hcightin this generation ? with thefe we haue blled the land from 

corner ro corner ®:cfpecially and aboue all that finne mentioned by [ob e,The tufF *Exag. rt. 
and the upright manu laughedtoſcorne, aa land profeſling Religion, thereisno- * C12p-12: 4: 
thiogin a more vniuecſall diſgrace,then the (inceritie of Religion. Bluſh 6 Flea- 

uens to lookevpon this, and beaſhamed o thou Sunne to behold this wicked- 

nelſe! Are theſethe fruits of Adoption ? are thalelikely tobee the aQions of 

thoſe which arc kept by the power of God through faith unto ſalnationq ? Surely , if 9 1,Perl 5. 
the Divell and his angels werelet looſe to live in bodily ſhapes among men, 

they would cuen ſo liue,as the moſt men liue. Opprellion, cruclty, exactions, 
pride,tnſolencie, drunkennetle, wantonnelle, oathes, ſabbath-breaking, con- 

temp? of godlinetle,theſe would be their vſuall praiſes. If you demand hew T 

know it: Tanſwer, heis called anvnclcane Firit, and I am ſure hee would 

bee like him(elfe, Now I ſay as Chrii* to the Tewes, If wee doe the luſftes of 

the Dinell, we are of our fatherthe Dinel* : His weeare whome wee obey, r1chs, ,. 
You know (br:ifs iudgement touching the piece of (iluert : If it have Cz. fRoms. 16, 
jar 11mageyit muſt bee ginento Ceſar, Surely,when the Lord beholdsvs,and ſee- *Math.z2, | 
thin vsnothing but the image of Sathan, nothing but r&e vnfraitſull workes 

of darkneſſe® , ſuch as the Prince of darkneſſe * is author of, hee will ad- a =? - r. 
iudgevsrohim, whoſe image wee beare: For withont bolin: ſe ſhall no manſee , _ , Xo 
the Lordy, Remember thenthis marke: Ifay of the adopted, as (rift (aid hos 
In another caſe, By their fraitrye ſhall know them*. Deſire 1 un all things to 
le honeſtly 32 care Ito knowand doe the will of my heavenly Father? Ts —_ oy 


my conner/ation as it b:commeth the Goſpell of (brift< ? Is the credic © Phil.1 27, 

of Religion deare vnto me, ſo that I delire and labour, that by mee it aTj...s. 

may not bee ewill oken of 42 Thane a witneſſe inwyſelfe* , which ſhall not * .Ioh.g.10. 
| Ii 4 A deceiue 
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deceive me. AmTof a'looſe and difſolute behaviour? a flaue tomineowne 
luſts ? « man that hates to berefermed? 2 or elſe, 'docIconrent myifelfe only 
with a kindeof formality , and civill demeanour, otherwiſe cherifhing in my 
ſelfe,many ſecret corruptions which are(weeteyntome? Surely here is no te. 
ſtimony of adoption,buta feareful looking for of eudgement and viclewt - 8. Thus 
haueTI made vſc of this place of Pax/s,touching the rwowitnelles of our Spirs. 
tual Some-ſrip:Gods Fpirit,and,our owne Firit. And this is the true courſe of triall, 
in this point ofgreat concernment. To aſcendto the top at thevery rſt, to 
Gods decree,is daungerous,it is to be wiſe abonethat which is meete?': To begin 
at theſe endeauours in our ſelues,and fo to aſcend by degrees,is comfortable;ic 
istobe wiſe according to ſobriety, Tothe decree of cleion , God hath ſettwo 
ſeales,one he keepeth ro himſelfe, 7he Lordknowerhwhoave ys, the other bee 
hath left obtainable by vs, Ler exery one that calleth wpon the name of the Lord de- 
part freminiquityi,Finde we in our ſelues this latter,we may bee ſure of right in- 
cothefirlt, 

Now touching theſe two teftimonies,one thing is meete to be added for the 
ſatisfying of humbled ſoules;namely,that,put caſe a man vpon enquiry,cannoe 
findethe witneiſe of Gods Spirit in him(ſelte, yet if be find theotber,itſufficeth, 
Fire is knownetobe fireby the hear,though for the time it haue no flame:Nay 
be it(whichis pollible)that the witnetle of a mans ownefpirit, in regard of the 
fruits of ſan&ification be vncertaine, yet if there be but ene conllant motion 
of grace, ſuch as,s longing for grace. a bewailing of vnbelecfe,alabouring againſt bard. 
weſſe of beart, yet it is comfortable: I ſpeakenotthisto cheriſh preſumption, or 
to encourageinen toſatisfie themſelues with ſhewes of goadneſle, bur that! 
may be free from that, which my after himſelfe was carefull to avoid, I 
meane,quenching the/ſmoking flaxe;and,breaking the bruiſedreed\, And thus haue 
I diſcharged thetwo firft generall points,7he digmiie of Adoption, and, The poſſi 


biltie of knowing it. | 
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»-oa HE thirdpoint now-preaſſeth vpon vs to bee conſide- 
MY red of,namely,That the ſtate of Adoption is onchangeable, 

> \\ thatis, thatthey who arconceaduanced to thar ho- 
I<=S nour,can.ncuer after bedeprived thereof Leſt Tſhhould 
d = ſcewe tomake matter, andtoforce my Textro mine 
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<Qrme of this 


67772000, d 


A) owne purpoſes, I mult ficit let you (ce, how this doQtrine 


| Tſuppoſe itwill ro you, when you haue oncewellconſi- 
ſpake theſe words, ina kinde of reioycing and boalting 
manner, Behold what loue,&c.as it weretriumphing in this, that be with che reſt 
of the belecuers were called che /onnes of God. Now, it there bad beene any hazard 
inthiseſtate,any poſlibilitieof lofingit, his reioycing bad beeneidle, his glory- 
ingvaine; Ir might haue beeneſaid vnto hiin, el mightef thow triumph tn 

thine adopted ftate,if it were freed from caſnaltie ; but why doeſt thou glorie in that, 
which albeit it be thine to day,may yet be forfeited to morrow ? Thus wight lohnivult= 


doth fetch his warrane theace,Itſeemerhtome, andſo 


ly have beenechallenged, ifthis condition had not beene vnalterable : ſo that. 


the very manner of ſpeech here ſeemeth co me,to be aſvfficient ground of this 
dorine,touching the ynchangeablenelic of Adoption. Thereforethe Apoſtle 
alſo inthenextverſe,asa man palt allfearc of being ditleifined of his expeRed 
inhericance,determinately thus ſpeakes, Ye kyow that when hee (ball appeare, wee 


ſhall alſo appeare with him in glory, You leethen how willing my textis tobeethe , 


patron ofthis point: Hearken alittle whiles I ſhall enlargeit further, The ſub- 
{tance of the proofe which Twill vie touching this DoQtine ſhall be this;that if 
there beany alteration in the (tate of Adoprion, it proceedeth eirher from God 

orfrom (ome other inferiour cauſe:but not from God, nor from any other in- 
feriour cauſe;thereforenot at all. Firlt,ir proccedeth not from God; which I 
will thus make manifeſt. In the buſines of our ſaluatio,the Scripture ordinarily 
ſpeaketh of Ged diſtinAly in thethree perſons,cach of them hauing his pecu- 
liar workeand aRion therein: The Father the fountaineandbeginning,the Son 

theground and inſtrumept,the holy Ghoff,the applier and accompliſher.Now ir 

ſhall be made plainetovs, thatthere is no defeQin theworkings of cither of 
theſe three, which may hazard theeſtate of the 4opted, Touching God gene- 

rally, He is not a manthat he ſpouldrepent * , his gifts and calling are without Repen- 

tauce b his foundation ſtandethſure © ; the good worke of grace which bee begin- 

neth,he will perfornze ontill the day of Chriſt 4, The work of his owne hanls hewill not 
forſake*,Heis not towards his Adopred,as the O ftrich, who ſheweth himſelfe cruel 

ho bis yong ones,as they were not big,aud [0 leancth bis xg inthe earth, forgetting that 

the foote might [eatter thews,or the wild beaſt breake them f;butheis as the Egle,who 

Peereth br as neſt, flottereth ouer ber birds ſtretcheth ont her wings, and brareth thens 

vpon her wingss 3 evenſo, the Lord continueth a perpetvall proteRorofthoſe 

whome behatt: choſen to be his,vntill he bath broughe them to theirappoin- 

ted perfeion,Concerning leſns Chriſt, he author and finiſoer of our Faith , and 

prince of our [aluationi this is ſaid,that all that the Father giueth him, be receines*, 

and that of theſe which are ginen,he loſeth none neither fall arty plucke them ont of 
bichand =, Touchingthe Holy Gboſt,ns he is ſaid to bein the ſonnes of God, (o 


heisnot there as agueſt,totarrie for a day or two, but as an inhabitantto dwel by 


1, andtaremaine®. Thus you ſee, that on Gods part there is no hazard: = 
im 
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e Tam.1.17. him theres: novartab/eneſſe neither ſuadowing by turning y Nowif the change pro. 
ceedefrom any lower cauſe, it muſt bee either from the Duvell, orfrom our 
ſclues.T will prooyeit can be from neither. Touchipg the Diuell, I know he w111 

31.Per.c.8 endeauour it,for hegoeth about 45 a roaring Lyon ſeeking to devonre 4, and as hee 

 Joh.$. 44. Þath been « mmrtherer fromthe beginning © fo nowbis wrath is encreaſed, becauſe 

CReu.12. 12. hictimeis ſhortened f;but he ſhalnot,hecannot effeRir, Firſt, his head 55 brokenr, 

tGen 3.15- his maine ſtrength is gone, and kecannot recouerit, Theres hope of atree,if it 
be cut downe that ut wil yet fprout,thoughthe roote waxe oldtn the earth,yet bythe ſen; 

® Tob 14-7 of water,it may bud and bring forth beughes like aplant », butit the roote be killed; 

&c, iecannot revive. It is not alimme of Sathan,whichis wounded, he might then 
licke himfelfe wholezit is his head which is quelled,and the wound 18 paſt hea. 
liong.Secondly,there 1s a plaine allurance,that greater hethat is invs, (namely, 
Chriſt by hisſpirit)+hen he whichis inthe world(towit,) the Prince and God of 

* .loh.44+ theworld*,and that though he doetempr;yet there ſhall bean iſſne ginento the 

2.Cor44* rtextationy. This cleereth it to vs,that touchin gthe (tate of _Adeption, the Divell 
hes cam. cannot hazardir.I remember,the ſtorie mentioning Pharcob his purſvit of the 
Iſraelites ſpeaketh thus, Pharaoh king of Egypt, followed after the children of 1ſrael, 
*Ex0d-14-3. br rthe children of lſracl went ont with an high hand *:lointhis, Sathan warcheth 
afrer withall his power, but the choſcnof God arecarried with an Hegh hand, 
* Prou.23- 11- thereis a 7ightier then he ro defend thew canſe againſt hima, As Sathancannot 
hazard thiseſtare,ſo neither can we our ſelues, If we coule,ir muſt be either by 

*2.Cor1244 thelofſeof Farth,(which is thething whereby wefandÞ:) or by ſomegreatlin, 

which may caft vs out of Gods fauour, Concerning the firlt, indeede Faithis 

the tycof Adoption,and ifthere were a poſlibility of lolingit,the Nate of 4p. 

tion were in danger. But(bletſed be God)thereis no fuch matter. Firſt, it isthe 

< Phil.1.29, Gift of God ©,and his G:fis(as we haueeard)ere without Repentance, Indeede,if 
5 Faith were begotten in vs of our (clues, and had a dependanee vpon any free- 
dome of will invs,it might well be contingent;bur being the entire Gift of God, 

itinuſt needs partake of thevnchangeablenatureof God himfelfe. Seconly, 

4 Luk,22, 22, it cannotfat/e,for Chriſt hath prajedro thecontrary4, 1 pray that thaw wonldeſt 
©loh.17015, keepethemfrom enill©, and what greater evillthen thelofſe of Faith ? Ts ir polli- 
ble,that his prayer ſhould bein vaine? 7knor((aith he himſelfe, direRing his 

fIoh,11.4z. fpeechto his Fatheratthe railing vp of Lazarus) that thog heareft me alnaicaf, 
His interceſſion euen for this particular bleſſing of thenor failing of vur Faith, 

ceaſeth never,and (peedeth alwaies, Thirdly,it is tellified of Faith,thatit hath a 

certaineliving power,which cannot die, He that arinketh of the water which 1 (hal 

gine, ſhall nener be more athirſt but the water which I ball gine him, ſhall bein him a 

well of water fringing vp into enerlaſting life .] confellFthat which cannot be de- 

nied,andisnotrto beſecreted,thatthe Fa#h of the Adopted may be greatly wa- 

. ſted,and wany things appertaining to it may decay,as, boJdnetleto come into 

thepreſencezof God,ſenſe and feeling of ſpirituajlioy, and of that Peace which 
krone x2: Dank caliemh Peace in belecuing b, Tris poſſible for it/to befor atimecven buried 
081512 inthe heart,not ſhewingit ſelfe by any fruits of profeſlion:in reſpeallo of the 
meaſureofit,it may be much letſened and maimed, bur where thereis Faithin 

truth,itcan never becleancextinguilhed. I ſay (i)l ofthe true beleever, eucn 
when,tomaos ſeerring,in regard of ſomefall,hise{tate is moſt fearefull,as P as! 

didofthe youth ar Epheſus,who fell downe from the thicd loft, and was taken 

AR.20. 10. vpdead, Hirlife is whole within himi: Thereis a hidden vercue yet within which 
willreviue, 

Now concerning Sime,that that cannot diſpofſelſethe ſornes of God of their 
hopedinhericance, Ican ecalily ſhew, Alltbings worke together for the beff unto 

k rom. $.18. Zhemthat lone God; Tall things worketo their good, then nor Sine to deſlru- 

Audg 14-14. ion. . Nay,he who for Samp/ors refreſhing breught Ieate ont of the dewonrer | 


= 2:Cot. 446. andinthecreation of theworld made Z:ghtto comeout of Darkxeſe ®, my 
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muck good to his children,euenout of Sime:as,much watchfulneſſe, much hy- 
wilty, much thankfulnefleco God, much charitie cowards men, &c, Eiſe, why 
ſhould Pavl,cucn gladly reioyce and take pleaſure tn infirmities =? Secondly,itwas a 

comiſeto Salomon (and why notin Salomontoallthe ſoxncs of God?) Twill bee 
his Father,and he (ball be my ſome, If he ſme, will cha5ten him with the rod, ec. but 
my mercy ſhallnot depart away from him 9, Peter may tinne, bur his Maſter ſhall 
looke backe vpon him,and that ſhall melt him intoteares?. Thirdly;God delireth 
the ſaluation of his Adopted (onnes:T hinkewezthat he will not (beingable) re- 
moucall impediments to their eternall,and(on his pare) intended good? Yes 
deubtletſe:yertir is not his pleaſure to takeaway Smnc:For heſuffereth itto bee 
yeteuen in the holiclt,yea,although they be earnelt with bim co befreed from 
it.1 beſought the Lord three times,ſaith Pau!4,and yet hecouldnot bediſcharged. 
If the defirer of our ſaluation,and the remoover of all lynderancesrofit; doyer 
leaue /inne behind, weakned indeed,bur not aboliſhed; (urely then, Sinmecannot 
ouerthrow the certaintie of our future inheritance. T hus have I perfited this 
rcalon,to which it were not hard to couple many more : There ir no condemnation 
to then: that arein Chriſts,Tolay,they cannot becondemned, fo long asthey 
arein Chriſt , is nothing,neither was that the queltion, thedebating whereof 
the Apoltle vndertooke: But this was the quelttion,as appeareth by the whole 
carriage of the former chapter;How it could be,that,ſecing Sinne (eparated be- 
twixt God and the Soule;Mao beeing (hill a (inner can be ſaucd ? This doubt 
the Apolilethus reſolueth; That bring once freed fromthe Law of Sin and Death!, 
he can never be againeenthralled:is he once in Chriſt 2 hee can newer be condems- 
ned, And know thus for a conclulion of the proofe of this poinr:It it be poſlible 
for one of the adoptedſonnes of Ged,, to lole hiseſtate,it is poſliblefor all;for one 
hath no more pciviledge then an other : Now ifall mighe bee. diſpolletled, it 
were poſlible for Chrilt ro hauediedinvaine, whichin common vnderſtan- 
ding werea molt grofle abſurditie.Iſhut vpthis point thereforewiththe ſaying 


of the Plalme,They which truſt inthe Lord (that iswhich belecucin thenameof 


the Sonne of God, and arethe Sonnes and danobters of God by Faith,) are as the 
mount Sion,which ſhall newer be remoored but (fanacth faſt for euer*; and thankes bee 
to God for this uni rakable gift », (7 454.4 
Iam notignorant thatthis Dorineis much excepted againlt :Ttis thean- 
chor ofa Chciſtian,and 1t is Sathanschiefe delire to pull it vp:But as God ſaid 
to Jeremne,fo ſay T of this point,'7The Lord bath made it a defenced citie. and anyron 
pilar,the Divelland his Hell-hounds oat fight againſt it, but they ſhall not pre= 
wailex, Toentertheliltsagainſtali opponents, werea labour not vnworthie, 
but more fir for a diſputation thena Sermon. TI will name you, and cleareto 
you the molt common and foule-mouthed obieRion, and ſo come tothe vſes 
of this doQrine: Here is a windew({ay ſome )/et open to al manner of licentiouſneſſe,a 
very [choole of fleſhly libertie: Cannot I loſe my Faith? canno fixne cut me off from 
Chriſt ? why then,what ſhould I {ct (ach preciſe limitsto my ſelfe ? why ſhould | feare 
to /atisfic my owne luſts,in ſuch and ſuch delightfall ſnres? My tenare of heauen,1 cau- 
not forfeit the eſtate of my Soule is firms how(oenern be. anſwer, Firſt, Wicked con- 
lequences wrung out of holy principles, doe neither weaken their truth , nor 
letſen the conuemencie of revealing them. As Sinne hath abounded, ſo bath grace 
ouer-abornded faith Pauly: Why then, tet vs finne that grace may abound , lay 
ſome=. T:the truth of this dotrine ouerthrowne by this helliſh inference?God 
forbid. Hony is hony thougha Spider turneitinto poiſon, Or did Pav/vpon 
this recall himſelte.asif ittiad beenebetter to haue kept in this point, then to 
put ſucha ſtone uf offence before the vngo8ly ?No, Itisberter tharathouſand 
reprobates,ordained of olde vnto condemmnation,ſhould turnethe grace of God intowan- 
tomeſſe z,and ſtrengthen their hands toiniquity. by peruerting the dorine of 
Saluation,then that one huinbley foule, for whome Chrilt died, ſhould beſene 
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away with a heavie heart for want of refreſhing. Secondly, T ſay further,that he 
which hath Faith indeed , will not, nay hee cannot fo diſpute. The beleever 
knoweth himſclfe bound co the obedienceof the Law,though he befreed frem 
the damnation of the Law; and certaineit is, the more ailuranceof Saluation 
ina mans ſoule,the more feare and erembling in a manscoviſe: He which is 
beſt allured, hath molt power of Gods Spirit, and the {tronger the Spirit of 
God is within,;the more holinetle and fruits of grace without, Jr isa comforta- 
ble ſaying,that he which beleeucth cruly cannot be damned.andit is atrue lay. 
ing,that he which lives and deligbts,and taketh pleaſure in pre/nmptmonsſionesd, 
doth not beleeve truly. T hirdly,this 1s further to be added, T bar put caſe ſome 
beleeuer ſhovld(whichis poſlible)through the delufion of Sathan, fo farabuſe 
this holy doArine.as totakelibertie thereby tocommit ſome great limne, ler 
ſuch a ane know,that albeit he may recover,and be ſaved, yet it fhall colt him 
deare,heſhall have ſomewhat todoe, before hee ſhall recover the feeling of 
Gods fauour,which mult needs be overcjouded by his treſpatie; It colt Daxid 
after his adultcrie many a igh,and many a groane,wany afad, perplexed, and 
wofull paſſion was hecalt into,before he could heare of loy and gladnefſe ©, That 
ſpeech of his,Ca#? me not away fromthy preſence, and take not thy holy Spurit from 
med argueth that he was cuenrobbed{in his owne apprehenfion) of all faucur 
of God, and of all working of hisſpirit. This is even a very hell, into which 
who fo is fallen, would givea world tobee releaſed, Let no man therefore 
oige this adguenture, bee ſhall ſurely eate the fruite of his owne preſuming. 
And this may (crue as a (trong Northwinde to difpell this Iight Obie- 
Ron. a comfort 

This doArine is,2n cxta toa Chriſtian ſon/e <,this will /atisfie as with mar- 
row and fatneſſe*, Perceiuelt thou thy ſelfe vpon a rrue and diligent inquirie 
madeintothine own heart,to haue ſome beginnings of Faith, ſome firf# fruits of 
Gods ſpirat s.ſome pledges of adoptioniQbh,what cauſe halt thou to reioyce, even as 
a rnan that findeth a great ſpoileh ? Theſe things may grow in thee, nay they will 
encreaſe,but they can. neuer die: Thele witnetles ofagopriocannct deceive:God 
is not wont by them,to giueancarneſf ofgnberitancei, and then ro draw backe his 
word: As hecannot becked*, fo hee is not wont to dally.This is a ditterence 
betwixtthe Ged of eruth!,, and the Father of ſyesn,The diucllis largein his prof- 
fers, Aithis will | gine thee” , his-perfarmance is ſhort when it comes to pay- 
ment ; Gods promiſes arecertaine,neverlefle but rather more in accompliſh- 
mentthen intender.If the carnelt be.gjuen it is neuerrecalled,the/eale* of the 
ſpirit once ſet on,isneuecr razed out, . How happy art thou, that art polleiſed of 
ſuch a fauour ? thou maielt ſay to thy ſoule,Rermrne vntothy reft 0 my ſoule,for the 
Lord bath beene benefjcialluntotheey : or as Deborah to hers, o my ſoule thou haſt 
marched valiantly , which haltgotten ſuch abootie4. 7he Lord bleſſed Obed E- 
dom,and all his houſvold hecan/e ofthe Arke*;how ſball thy ſoulebe bletTed which 
hath received ſuch agueli?Thatgreat ramping Lynſ, the deyourer of ſoules, 
while thou paileſt chrough this earthly wilderneſle,this vale of Bacar,will ſceke 
fo teare it from theegbut be of good comfort, there is a #ronger then be », even 
tt at Lion of [ud4h *,and he ſhall eltabliſhtheeg; and, be (ure of this eur , that 
v hen he ſhall multiply reaſons againli thee, drawne ſome from the iultice of 
God,ſomefrom the many corruptions of thine owne heart, and all, to weaken 
this allurance:be ſure(I ſay )(lillto hold the concluſion faft,! krow whome 1 hant 
beleeued y,he hath begun a werkeinme,& 1 am ſure he wil not. pow ſorſake mey 
and ay thou to Sathan,as Dazid did taGeliah,Thowromedt rome with a (word & 
Feare, thou balt ſharpned thy fierce darts*; agaipit me,but [come tothee inthe 


*1.$10.17-45 vameof the-Lord of Hoſtes*, and intheaſſuranceof his promiſe, againſt which 
all the gatesof hell ſhall neuer be able toprengile>. This js the gracious vie of this 
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Let mebegin the ſecond vſeof this point with the challenge of the Prophet The 2,77c, 
tothe peopleofold z/Yberefoe doyou lay ont filuer,and not for bread, and your labour 
inithout being [atisfied ©? So,why ſecke youfor things which cannotcontinue,and <if.; 5,2. 
let thoſechings go which are etcrnall?Hathnotout ownexperience yettaught 
ys the vanity of earthly things;that they all vaniſh as acloud,and patile away ſo- 
' denlylike the wind ? Peder/tandye vowiſe arnong the peopleand ye fooler,whenwil ye zÞ 

be wiſe * ? Let a manſiand(like Selomm) ivthe window of his bouſe*, and obſerue * Pſal 94.8. 
mens courſes, here you ſhallſce one moiling & vexing himfelfelike himwhom * Prou6.7, 
Zildad ſpeaketh of, whoteareth by ſouls in bis _— f, andall, chat bee may [et his « 51, .g 4 
aſt on bie, and be laded with the thicks clay 8 : another ambitioully hunting after s Hab...s.g. 
ſome honour or office  abiefly and baſely fauning vpon and Rattering every 
one, who may be any little furtherance to his deſires, Eng (like Abſalom) e- 
very one that commeth neere binsb:a third hanging vpon ſome Lawyers ſlceue;to » 2.Sam.15.5. 

lot and deviſe how to perpetuate hiseltate,char he& hispolterity may cnioy it 
by an vnchangeable decreeto the endof af, thusrhinking chat fhis Habitarion 
ſrall continue ever, from generation to generation i, On'this faſhion doe men dreame ipgyy 49.i, 
of perpetuitics and euen ofa kind of eternity vponearth, andevery mans ploe- 
tingaimeth at this, how to makethingsſure. And yethuwſooneis the houſeof 
lereboam ſwept away ,cnen as 4 man(weepetb away dang till aff be gonet? How ſoden- * i.Kin.14.10. 
ly is Shebnab the treaſurer,who thought todie and be buried in his owne land, | 
drinen from his ſation, rolled & trrned like « bull ina large comnrey! 7 How quick» 11,4, 13,19 
ly is Nebuchadnezzar driven from men, and madeto dwell with the beafts of the © 
feld® ? Tn whatſhort time is Hamer, whole excelexcy menited vp to heancy, and = Dan.z,cg, 
whoſe Head might ſeeme toreach rheclondsn, thruſt out of fife and honour &all, « 7,4,., 6 
and hayged vpon that treewhich he prepared for another ?How often havewe »Ed.7.10, 
ſeen the Riches of the finer laid wy forthe 1nſty,great wiſe tendying,& leaning theey ? Prov. 13.21, 
riches for others 4,and firangers eating it p*, and fo all their Seante conſurring when *Þ'al 49.10, 
they goe fromtheir bonuſes totheir grane f ? How ordinarily dowe behold theſeade- ; Bo - 4 
wourmg the fire waſting the extortioner catcHivj*, contentions in Law fretting out, : PhLabon £ 
whoredomes cating vp,offences againſt the Prince forfeiting, waſtfull humars 
ſcattering all theſe large means,which men thoughttohaucentailedtothem & 


theirs;ſo /ong 4s the mooue endureth®?How many d manis ſodenlytakenin anight «PELI29, 


.v 
, 


vith that feareful arreſt,0 foole thi night will they fetch away thy ſoule &e*,eucn = Luk 12.20, - 


then when he doth begin to cnioy his gettings! And yet men cannotbewiſeto 

chuſe the good party, yert;they cannot earne to ſe: cheir affe ions vpon the things 4- 7 Luk.10.42; 

beue*, Vponthy belly batt thou gor,.and duft [alt thox eat all thy daies*, you know it * Col-z-2. 

was the doome which God gauevpon the Divel! : how farare we from this py- * G*2%-3+ 14: 

niſhment,who mind none but eartblythings* 1O that (as Chriſt ſaid to Terufalem) »p1,z,,.co, 

we might know at che leaſt inthis our day,theſe thing ©, and thatwe couldſearneto © Luk. 19 42, 

ſce,& ro lament,8:to reformeour own folly, Tay with the Apoſtle, /if frew | 

JH « 210re excellinurway 4. Doyou affeR perpetvities, doyoudefirea glorious, a 4 1,Car.12,z1 

comfortrable,an honovrable,andwithall anvnchangeable eſtate? Behold here | 

the eſtate of Adeprion:ſee here an inheritance,of which no man that hath itonce 

can ever after be depriued. A leaſe of an eftati for lives is much, atearmeofa 

thouſand yeares is more,a holding for me & mineheires for cucr is a great mat- 

ter,but whatis all this to eternity ? Tfthis eſtate were in reſpe ofthe yearely 

comodity of it no better then one of our carthly revenues, yetinreſpe@ of the 

endles (ertlednes thereofit were better worth : butbeing (as itis) ſofar beyond 

them all in worth,and withall,ſowicheutall expiration of timte,berwixt them & 

it what compariſon?Ic was an honerablepenſion which the King of Babel gaue 

to leboiachinthe King of Iudah (hiscaptiue:) Hz portion was a continual portion, 

every day a certaine, allthe dayerof bis life vntill be died® : Yet itis nothingtothis, © Iere.54.344 

leboiachins portion was as much the firſt day,as the laſt,itwas never improved: 

But this is a daily addition to the graces and —_— of the Adopted, ( _ to 
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himthat hath (40 be ginen, aud he ſhall bane abiindance* : Tehoiathinr portion died 
with him,but che portion of the ſonnes of God, extenezitlelfethen into the grea- 
teſt proportion,when their daycson earth are determined,and ſo becommeth 
an cternall weight of glerys , How iullly then may the Adopred child of Godtake 
vp the ſpecch of the Plalme,and ſay,The lines are fallenwnto mein apleaſan place, 
yea | baxe afaireberitage® ?hawvileisakingdome to me in reſpe of this poſe 
ſeſſion ? What ſhall I (ay to quicken your affeRions tothisthing ? Imuſt even 
pray for you, as the Prophet Elva did for his ſeruant, Lord 1 beſerch chee open 
their eyes chat they may ſee, T remember whatthe Apolileſaid of the great men 
which crucified Chrift 5 Had they knowenit , they would nener hane crucified the 
Lord of glory : (6 did we kaow (as our Sauiour ſpaketo the wowan of Samaria) 
the giftof God! , were our eyes annointed with eyc-ſa/ve =, that we migh ſee the 
dignity of this vnalterable cfate, we could nener tread wnder foot ® ſogreata blel 
ſing,and paſſe along by it with a diſdainfull agd careletlc eyc,aza thing norwor. 
thy che regarding, I cap ſay no more; If neicher the excellency of the eflate, 
inregard of the preſent fruition of it (ſpoken of in the former part,) nor the 
perpetuitie of it (diſcoucred now) can moucvs, Iknow not what may perſwade 
vs. A man way encn pitievs,as Chriſt did his perſecutors; and pray that God 
would not /ay thu fin 10 our charge®, becauſe indeed we kyow not what we dor Onc- 
ly fora concluſion, let mecommend onething vnto you : When old El: had 
giucn holy and wholſomeaduice to his diſordered ſonnes, the holy Ghoſt thus 
addeth, Notwithſkanding they obeyed not the weice of their father , becauſe the Lord 
would ſlay them 1 : and vpontheſameground the Prophet of God faidtoKing 
Amazsah,1 know that God hath determined to deftiroy thee,bvecanſe thou haſt not obey 
ed my counſel, Out of which places it followeth, that mens diſobedience tothe 
counſel of God, when it is graciouſly revealed to them,is a certaine fore-runner 
of deſtrution. A finne is diſcovered,a remediedeclared, but the evill isnotre- 
formed ; where it is ſo,it is,becauſerhe Lord wil ſlay. But I villhope better things 
of you,and ſo cometo the fourth point. 


The fourth and laft DoQtrineis, That the fpring and fonntaine of all this excellem 
. eſtate is Gods lone, Behold what loue &c. This is ſo plaineand obuious out of the 


very currant of the words, that he mayrarmethatreadeth iti, Any man way lee, 


. thatthe Apoſtle acknowledgeth noother beginning of this Sowe-/eip, butthe 


Zoneof Ged.Iwill{according to my courſe held hitherto in the former pointe) 
endeuour to giue furthbr light vnto thisdoRtine, by teſtimonies , authorities, 
and proofes of holy Scripture. This is that therefore, the proofe and explica- 
tion whereof I vndertake; That exr bring the adepted ſonnes and danghters of Lon 
5 Cbrift can be aſcribed to no ther cauſe,but onely tothe freedome of Gods grace: For, 
ſo,the Lowe of God, bath no higher cauſe then it elfe : Not that we lowed bim,but 
that be lonedvifrft ©, This thenby way ofa firſt proofe, I may affirme, that the 
word of God.,ſpeaking of the particulars of wans Salvation, deriueth all out of 
the Lowe,Grace, Mercy, Bonnty of God, excluding all thingawhatſocuer elſe,that 


might ſeeme to bee any motives or inducements tohim., Touching EcQm 


which is the ground ofall,it is ſaid that thewholedrife of it, is nothing but this, 
The praiſe of the glory of Gods grace »:T hereis nothing to be beheld inir,buc only 
Grace. Touchingthe ſending of Chriſt , toworke that great worke of our R& 
demption ; Ss God levedtheworld, that he gane biconcly begotten Sonne &c*« 


Touching our (ating out of the ſtate of condemnation, vnto the hope ofabet- 


ter life 5 God bath calied v1with an holy calling , not according toonr workes , but ac- 
cording to his purpoſe aut gracey, Touching Iuſtification ; Wee are inflified frreely 
by his grace*, Touching Salvation, which is the endeand accowpliſhment of 


; all, hentbe bountifnlneſſe and Lone of God onr Saniour toward man appeared, net 


by the workes of Righteeuſneſſe which we had done, but according to hia mercy be ſaved 


253, It were not hard to multiply teſtimonies of this kind ; Ido but giue y - - 
taſte 
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tafte ratherthen a full draught,to auoide tedjouſnelle. Its truely faid,thatthe 
le of Iirgelwere atypeof Gods choſengthe e-Egyprianbondage.ahadow 
of ournaturallthraldome-vader Sathanz the promiſed Canaan,a reſemblance 
of our etcraal{Rett in heauen.; Now looke, howthecale pod with cheig tranl- 
portationoutof £gypeinto Canaan , loisitin theintereſt, which God hath 
giuen VS Va1eo —_ — the formerir ame Lord didnt (ct 
bu lone vpen you, nor chuſe 184, vecauſe youwereeneretnunmbey then anyperple(forge 
werethe foweſt of all people ) but becanſe the LardlonedjewÞ,, A. oh tm > Deut.7.7 8, 
Lord (et lus lone wpon y0u becauſe be loved you, thyribecauſe tt was his free &gra- 
cious pleafureſoto doe: Thisisequallytrug,inthecalepf-Adupriev. The.Lord 
hath loved fhis choſen, not becauiethey were more then others (for, theyare 4 
bitle flocke © nor becauſe they werebetterthen atbers,(forcheyiarcall by natare *Luk.12.32, 
the children of wrath as well as there 4 ) but becauſe he loued chem, or(as our Sa- * Epb.2-;- 
uviourſpeaketh,) Becanſe bir geodpleaſure wasſurh ©. Avdiwhatmight be the *Math 11.:6, 
reaſon (thinkewee) that in Canen.cucry mane dwelling, euery mans fhare was 
divdedvnto himby Zot f, butro teach them tharcheir portioawas Gods ad- * Toſua 14.2. 
mealurement,and thereforeto bereceivedas from hig2, without gainclayingr 
and corcach vealſo byrhat ſhadow, thatourplace, amongthalc wery manſions 
i» Godrhoufe8 is not ofour ownechuling, but caſt ypan vs by the freedome of $lol-rs 2. 
diuineappointment, Secondly,for the further opening pfthisexcellent point, 
let me deelare vnto you, 8. thattherewas nvoneede on Gods part to adopt vs: 
2, thar therewss noworth inve,for which be.thould ſoaduance vs: which two 
thinge being cleercd;icwill be as manifcſt as the Sunnc, thattherewas no other 
beginning - ama > > _ Meagher chorog no nveday Gods Seeks _ 
art, may enysappeeare : at ma: otDit (ordinarily) yportone 
drm» ares.” ven either for. defaultof natural ive, : or for wInY 1p din 
iſucavis br to inherit his eſtate, Neither of theſe could have placein God : vpon Tob x, 
Firſt ;God needed noſuccelfor,it beingtruc in him, which is ſaid,thatfro ever/a- I0gcnuum ct 
fling to enerlafting he is God that heis the ſame,and that by Jeares doe wot faile i,Se- : er mart ans 
condly,fuppoſe wefor the-preſent (that which canpotbe)a ſucceſſion in God, | Plal.g0-2; 
yet heis not without a Sen,wboy rhe brightneſſe of his glorie, andthe engranen forme 'Plal, 102. 27; 
of birperſou',in nothing differing from him,butthattheoneis the Father,the 0 * Heb.1, z. 
ther the Sowre, neithericit polliblethae greatet ficnelle ſhould beeitber deſi- 
redorimagined, chenisin himwho isſo #:/onrd « Sor,andinwhome his Farher ! Math. 37. 5: 
 ſowell pleaſed": Thus we ſee that God warner driventoapy ſuch iraitasto 
adopt ſennes vato himfelfe, Or yer, put caſchehad, had henot others to a- 
dopt ! Hath he notebouſaud thouſands, and ten theuſavd thauſand Angels ® , a» 2 Dan.7.10, 
mong whemehee :nightrather make chaice then among ys? 
But yet(rocometo the ſecond point, )itmay be that he intending toadopr, 
there was ſame vorthineflein vsto encline hin) to it; farcly none at all. For 
whatareweall by nature (the befiof vs) butthe ſonnes and daughters of the 
Divellzze are of your father the Dinel;jisns lefle gruc of ve,then ofthe Tewes®. If »Ioh,8. 44. 
ve looke into the rocke, out of which wee weeehewen,it will appcarethar wee 
arcallofone brood. Now,then being ſonnes of Sathan, wasthere any worthin 
vstobecomethe Sons of GodiSav/in his heateand choler againft /mvarthav vp 
brayded him with his mother,7 hou San of therebelliows nomen®:and God him- 's ;,Sam.20.30 
ſelfe todebaſethe Tewer,ewirterh them with their Parcntage, Thy Father was an 
Amorite thy mather an Hitwtey VV hoviler, who more ignoblethentheDiuell? 2 gxech,16.z. 
what baſeneſſe then comparablewithours,vhoby natureare bizoff-ſpring ?or 
what worthinelſein veto becomethe Sonnes of God? Yea, butit may be, wee 
hauchelped and bettered ournaturall yilenetle by ſome berter deſert ?Nogvn- qrom.s. 10; 
tilltheLord begin to praftiſe his louevpon vs,wearc lil] everuer 4 to him, alto- r Rom ;, 13, 
gether unprofitable * we drinks iniquitielike water © , we bee reprobate to. enery good * 1ob1 — 
works ©,and cuen without Godinthe world® : _ _ now meete perſons to be- CN i 
2 come 
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commethe fonnesof God? Alltheſethings well confidered, well way wewon. 
der at this wyery,and cry out withour Apollle, Behold nhat lone the Father 
bath ſhewed vs, that we ſhould becalled the Sonnesof God! When we reade. all (to. 
ries, andexamtneandviewallexamwples of men which have ſhewed favour to 
baſe & wretched and vnworthy perſons,we may intheend concludeafterſume 
ſuch manner as S4/omon doth touching the vertuous woman, Many Daughters 
x Prou. 21.20, ©4#9 done faithfully , but then ſurmonnteft 1bem all* : (q;, many men hane dealt com. 
— paſſionately with perſohc of little deſert, but then (O God) haſt ſurmonnted them all. 1 
am not worthy to becalled thy Some, ((aid the Prodigall,) make me 44 one of thy hired 
YLuk.15.19. ſerwavtry. To become Sonnes then, was morethen we could haue hoped for, 
morethen wee might baue dared or preſumed to delice, Well might it have 
beene for vs to hauchad the baſe(t office in Gods houſe : but this Loue, tobe 
Sonnes , whocan fadomeit? well may weadmireit, but ſurewecannot ex. 
preſſeit, Iremember theſpeech of Hephribeſrerhto King David, All my Fa. 
thers howſe were but dead men before my Lord the King , yet diddefft thox ſet thy ſer. 
* 25am. 29-28 gut among them that did eate at thine ownetable®, This was louetndeed z yetwas 
not Mepbiboſheth madea Somne, God hath done this for vs, which hee did for 
2Fphe.z.n, Jfepbiboſpeth, Weewerealldead © before him, yet hehath aduanced vseven 
bLuk.13-29. fo fit at table in bis KingdomeÞ, but now not asguelts, but as /onnes, even as Olive 
plants, 'not 'to bee remooued, When David ſent mellengers to: Abigat, 
N abals widow, to treat about a marriage betwixt him and her, oe aroſe (laith 
the Text) and Sowed her ſelfe on ber face tothe earth.and (aid; Behold, ler thine hands 
« 1,Sam.25.42 id bee aſernait iowa the feete of the (ernants of my Lora © : as,it thee bad (aidg 
what I, his wife, maks merather his drudge, T hus Ipake ſhein hunvlitie, com pas 
ring her ellate with Davids, When the minifterieof the word reports tov, in 
the name of God; the purpoſe of God to adoptvs, and to wake vs his /ounes, 
well, may we calt downe our (clues, and ſay, I ay, let vs be howonred ſo much aits 
be attendants vpon Gods children, unwortby we to be Sonnes and Davrghter: onr [elues, 
Thus have Ilaboured to cleerethis point alſo, that in our adopted eſtate,there 
isnothing te be feene but Lowe,yea luch Lowe as Chrilt ſpeaketh of, greater then 
«Toh.r5.13, which, ws man hath. | | 
The Ye, Wedo hence firft gather a confirmationoſthethree points, which haue h{- 
therto bene ſpoken of : for, tirſt Is Adoption a fruit of Gods Love, how then can 
it chuſe bur be excellent? how can any baſe thing derive itſelfe from ſo worthy 
a beginning ? Secondly, isitlouein God that hath culled me out to be his ov? 
ſurcly then I wut needs percereit:how is it poſſible that I (huld be beloued of 
God,and yet not know it ? Thirdly, is Gods Zewe the foundation of this eſtate? 
then it mult needs be vnchangeadle: for with him thereis nocolour of alters- 
tion. So that we way briefly make this firſt vſc of this doAtrinezeven to ſtabliſh 
our {clues by it in all thoſe doAtrines which we haue heard out of this Text, A- 
deptron,if it be (avitis) an effeR of Gods loue,then is it adwirable,chen is it per- 
ceueable,then is it alſo vochangeable, Behold(ſaith S. /ames) how great a matter 
* Tames.z.59, little fire kindleth © : (o fay I, Bebold how flirong a proofe for three worthy points, this 
one little word ( Lone) affoordeth. | 
The 2. Uſe, Secondly,of this doArine,I may ſay as Dawid did of Goliahsſword, Theres 
F 1.Sam, 23.9. #7914, forthe quellingand diſcomfitureoftwo grand enemics of godhines: 
1.Poperic: 2.the Pride of mans vnreformed and vnconuerted heart. Touching 
Popery , allthe DoRtrine therein touchingthe concurrence of mans free-v1ll, 
withthe offers of Gods grace, concerning works going before to prepareto 
grace,concerning merits enſuing toperhtin,and toencreaſe it, is by this wholiy 
overthrowne, For in a watrer ſowholly compounded of Gods free love, as is 
the (tate ofthe adopted,itis vnpollible there ſhould creepe in ary thing,ifluing 
out vftbe natureof Man, (as his owne) tubetempered withir, If we ſpeake of 


mcnalready adopted, trueit is that to them Gods loucis cither celtrained or 
| improoucd 
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or improoued according to the meaſureof goodneſſe which is in them:where- 
in notwith(tanding, Ged reſpeas not any thing which is properly mans, but 


onely that which is of his owne beſtbwing. Butifweſpeake of perfonsrobea- 
dopted,thereis no cauſe of Gods louetoone,to adopt him rather thE another, 


but onely it ſelfe: in the party there was no naturall diſpoſition to delire ir, no 
power or ability todeſerueit, Andindeed, this one thing, that the kingdome 
of heauenis (asitis called by Perl) areward of mmheritances, breaketh the neck 
of all merit,of all ablenetle in man (as of bimlelfe) to aduance his owne happi- 
nelſe, becauſe in every mans vaderſtanding, there is nothing more free then a 
matter of inheritance. If heaucn werethe hire of ſeruants,orthe booty of pur- 
chaſcrs,it were ſomething to the purpoſe ; but being the reward of ſonnes, and 
that which wereceiue only as heires,there is no colour of deſert, Hethat hath ir 
either in poſleſſion,or in atlured and wel-grounded expeRation,wult ſay as /a- 
cob did of his wealth,God hath had mercy on me,and therefore it te mime, 

The ſecond aduerſary which isvnable to [ſtand before the face of this do- 
arine,ts the pride of mans heart. I may ſay truly to you,that hee knoweth no- 
thing touching himſelfe as he ought, who knoweth not this, that the debaſe- 
ment of himlſelte,is even as gall and worme-wood toa naturall man. Long was 
itere /ob was brought to this deieednelle of ſpirit, to abborre h1ſelfei ; And 
doubtletle, Daxzid had attained to a great meaſure of grace,when he ſaid, [will be 
jet more wile n mine owne ſight *, Which of vs allis able to ſpeakeſoof himſelfe, 
without ſome ſecret check,that heſpeakes not as he thinkes? To patle over the 
matter with acertaine ſlight and ſuperficiall acknowledgement, that weeare all 
ſinners, & haue deſerued the wrath of God,isnothing. Many a churliſh Nabat, 
manya proud Phariſceconfelſeth ſo much z but to confellc lincerely,andfrom 
the heart,that whatſocuer Tam inthe world, honorable, noble,gentle, wealthy, 
learned, well reported of; yetI am in mine owne nature, the childe of Sathan, 
the heire of hell,the ſonneof perdition,analient from God,an enemy cohim, 
a hatcrof him, one vnable, ſo much as by a motion of my iminde, roaduance 
mine ownetruelt good : this is a hard matter, they bee but as the [#mmer gathe- 
rizgsl which are come ſo farin godlineſſe. Now this doAtrine is of great vſero 
the ating of this humor,which is the very heighr of pride,and may beas well 
in the maide at the mil,as in him that itteth onthe rhrone, For (ſeeing(as bath bin 
prooued) the whole body of our faluation depends vpon theſole & only grace 
of God.rhere being nothingin vs,which mightincline him towards vs, (vnleſle 
it were perpetually and finally to reject vs,) what have weewherein toreioyce? 
whatis there left vntovs,whereofto boaſt our ſelues? Nay,what cauſe haue we 
not rather euE co bluſh,& to be aſhamed of our felues,in whom thereisnothing 
but matter of Gods deepeſt indignatiop, andeuen to ſt vs ont of bis month " ? 
Oh,that our hearts might melt within vs at the conſideration hereof, and that 
weight atlaſt etfeQually perceive and feclethat(which few imagine )euenthe 
incomprehenſible meaſure of our ownevnworthines. The ignorance, or ſlight 
canceiuing hereof, isthe cauſe of all the prophane contempr which is at this 
Jay caſt ypon good things : and vntill our hearts be bruiſed and broken,and e- 
ven plowed vp,and pierced through with the feeling, yea,the more then ordina- 
ry feeling of the wofull wretchedneſſeof our naturall eftate ; we way (perhaps) 
make ſome idle and verball diſcourſes of themyftery of Chrift, and of the do- 
arineof Adoption, but that we ſhould finde any true fweernes therein,it is vieer- 
ly impoſſible. No man taketh thae comfort inthe beginning of healch,ashe 
which hath becne molt ſenatible of ſomewaftingand tormenting ficknelle, He 
which hath yet freſhly in his memory, andeoen in his veryfecling, the miſe- 
rie, the damnable and helliſh miſerieof an vnregenerate eſtate; oh, at what 
arate doth ſuch an one value the loueof the Father, by which hee is called 
to bee the Sonne of God | Would wee "pa conceine the CI 
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of this love of God, in vouchſaling to vs the meanes of grace, and of Ade. 
70:7 let vs labour to know and fecle (yet more) what wee are in our (elves, 
cucnof all Gods creatures (any way capable of his favour) the molt vnuor. 
chie, the moſt vynmeete to bee ſo aduanced. Delire wee to bee brought tothig 
acknowledgement? let ys exerciſe the very ſtrength of our beſt meditations, 
ypon this which the Scripture ſaich, thar the fountaine of all that eternall 


o00d which wee hope te enioy,is Gods loue; yea, and ſuch alouewhich had 


irs beginning onely from it ſelfe, And letvs vrge and prefle vpon our ſelues 
out of this meditation, thac if all bee of loue, ſurely then there 18 nothing of 

deſert: and then let vs proceede further, to rippe vppe the vttermoſt of our 

naturall eſtate, that wee may ſee plainely, thar in the children of wrath, and 

limines of Sathan,there could not be any ſo much as a preparationſo adopti- 

on. This duticis ſoone named, and as quickly heard ; butataskeit is of no 

:ghr performance. I may ſay of it, as Exraſpake of the peoples repentance 

: Ezra 20,13, fora great linne,7t * not the works of ove day or 1w0*: It is nota matter which can 
by and by bee done, it.is worke enough for a Chriſtian while hee lives, hee 

which once beginneth ir, ſhall finde it a matter of the greateſt difficulty that 

hee cuer yet vndertooke, to bring his owne proud rebellious heart,to bee no- 

thing, yea worſe then nothing in itrewne opinion. See (til] in common ex. 

perience, how readie cuery wan is to make the beſt of his ſpirituall cftate: 

who is readie with the abaſed Caananite, to receiuc the imputation of a 

a Mat. 15. :6, Dogge®, with a calme and vnreliſting fpirie? YVho is not rather readietore- 
plie with the flout ewes, whe, beeing chalenged by the Prophet for their. 

bMal.z.& z- apparent linnes, yet were not aſhamed to ſay, Wherein bque wee treſpaſſed®? 
Nay, this out-bcaring humour, (which is the diſeaſe of all our natures) ſtic- 

keth ſo cloſe, and is ſo ſtrong.in the voregenerate, that eyen when they are 
condemned, and are going away to bell, they will yet turne againe, and fay, 

© Martth.z5. When did wee ſo, and ſo<? I ſpeake this to ſhew how faſt this ſinne of ſenſe- 
ner 121, leſneſle bavgson4, andcleaues ascloſe vntovs as our skinne ; that ſo we may 
| *.**. ſeethenecellity of ſetting our (elues with our beſt endeauours to ſhake it off, 
He that thinkes he hath made the beſt proccedings init, yet let hims know that 

e 2,Sam.6.23. heisbound with Daxid, toſceke to bee yet morevile<, to bee yet more baſcin 

his owne opinion, Tx 4 

The 3. V/e, Thirdly, this doArine ferues to:quicken in all our hearts the loue of God, 
Hath God (o infinitely loued vs? whatcan we then doe lelſ: then requite him 

with loue againe? Loue is the ground of all good from God to vs, it is the 

| ſubſtance of all that is ewing from vs vnto God. Ir is an honourable thing to 
*fIam.2-23- bealouer of God; itisoneof Abrahams titles of honout, The friend of Godf. 
 Teisabletled thingto loue God: forzthey which lowe the Lord, (rall be as the Sunue 

$Tudg. 5-31. whentt riſeth inhi ſtrengths, It is a miſerable thing to be voideof this affetion: 
5 1,Cor-16.32 for, if any mqnleuc not the Lord Teſus Chriſt, Iet him be anathema maranatha*, But 
(wil ſome man ſay, )What needs any exhortatio to the loueof God?for,whois 

there that doth not loue God 2 I know indeed, that there isnot the verielt (cer- 

ner of Religion, the verieft Libertine, there isno monſtrous (wearer, no hor- 

rible adulterer, ng vile opprefour, but heewill fay, and proteſt, that hee 1o- 

veth God with all his beart, even as well as the holieſt of them all, But by 

| that timeT havebriefly ſhewed the nature of the love of God, andthe warkes 

thereof, it will appeace, that albeit the profeſſours to loue him, bee as the 

ſand_by the ſea which cannot bee numbreg, yet they bee but as the raking 

3I1a,17.60 of-anolimetree,two or three berriesin the upmoſt bowghes i; for both the right knov- 
ledge of the louing of God,is (cant;and the markes therof are net common to 
be found. Touching thenatureof the loving of God,it way be defined to be,an 


boly affeRion,wbercby we loueGod in Chriſt for bim(clfe. AnaffeRion weall 
conceiueitto be:far whatislouc bytthe bent of theatfeRion vntothis or that? 
Y "  _ | Mm Second] E 
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Secondly,itis;holy z for acarnall affeRion is luſt rather then loue,and God ec 
ſteemes ic nor. Thirdly,the ground of itzis Chrilt;for if God benot knowne, as 
he hath ceuealed him(ſelfein Chriſt,he cannot be loued: Men ignorant of this 
mylterie,may ſpeake of loving God , but that they (ſhould cruly louehim ; it is 
ynpoſlible.Fourthly,the inducement co this love is himſelte; for,to loueGod 
for profit,or benefit,is a hired loue,and ſuch as reprobates may have: bue the 
truth of loucis,when he is loued for his owne lake, Gmply ; that is, whena man 
conſidering the excellency of Gods nature, looketh no further,and laboureth 
with himſelſe,onely for it rodelight in him. Thisis thenatureof loue to God. 
Now the markes of this louearetheſe. The firlt is a deſire of fellowſhip with 
God: Loue doth alwaies beget a delire of fociety, Hethat loves God mult 
needes delireco conuerle with God,and aioy it will bee to his ſoule, when hee 
may(as it were )meete with the Lord,Great was the loue betwixt Danidand /o- 
nathan,their ſoules were kait together, You ſhall ſecin theitory what content- 
ment they tooke in ech others company,what ſhifcs they madeto meete,when 
David dur{t pot cometo the Court for feare of Sau/, what weeping there was 
when they were co part. T his ſheweth,that loue doth breede a delire of ſocietie 
with the particloued.Soisitinthis loue:Now though God be every where, ſo 
that wecannot{(thogh we would Jgofrom his Preſencet:yet there isan cſpeciall 
kind of fellowſhip had with him ia the exerciſes of the word & Sacraments,and 
in prayer. [In the Word, God ſpeaketh,& powreth ont his mind? vntovs;In Pray- 
er we {peake to him, & powre out our hearts before him >, In the Sacraments,he gi- 
ueth vilible pledges of his fauour,;nebe we do ewen looke pon;& handle the word of 
life, And therfore in the lovers of God,great loue ignored to theſe things,and 
tothe place where God in theſe things offereth himſelf vnto his ſervits: / hae 
boned the habutatis of thy houſe 9,0, how amiable are thy T abernaclesy ſaith Danid; 
& Oh bow [ leue thy word4 | It wthetoy & thereoycing of my heart laith Icremie =; 
Euening & morning, at noone wil I pray,&c.Senermes a day do Ipraiſetheet,To 
apply euery.marke by it ſelfe,as we (et it downe;let this be marked by thole that 
willtakeitasa great wrong,if they ſhall beſaid not to loue God, and yet come 
to the exerciſes of the word,&c. asa beare toa (lake,and take more ioy tnany 
timetheninchat which is ſo ſpent. Every ſermonis to them the very burthen 
of the Lord:the Lords Supper,as ſome courſe, homely, fluttiſh fare is looked 
vpon,and refuſed with (corne. Such will (ay they loue God , but when he offe- 
reth himſelfe to them,and commeth forth to meete them, they turne away 
from him,and delire to haue no ſocietie with him. Denie theſe things who can, 
that loue to God mull needs breed delire todraw neere toGod, that the exer- 
ciſes of the Word and Sacraments, and Prayer, are the meanes by which wee 
come to hauca kinde of holy fellowſhippe with his Maieltiez and let the 
baſe efteemers, and carelelle reſpeers of theſe {eruices, ſee how they can 
ivltifie them(ſelues to loue the Lord. The ſecond markeis, loue of obedi- 
ence to the will of God. Thou ſhalt loue the Lordthy God, and keepe that which 
he commanndeth thee =, If you loue mee keepe my commanndemeno*. Hee that 
keepeth bis word,in him us the loue of God perfeit mdeedey, Louc begetteth like- 
neffe of affetion. Heewhich loueth God, will loue chat which is plealiog 
to God, will hate that which hee abhorreth ; Terhar lone the Lord, bate e- 
wlz, Henceisnotedin the (eruants of God, ſuch a delice of obedience, and 
ſuch a deteſtation of Sine: Ob that my waies were direfted,to keepe thy Statntes®| 
Thate all falſe waiesÞ,and ſuch a ſorrow that they cannot doe the good whichthey 
wold<,T ry we our (eiges by this marke,we,which when we heare of louing God 
aboue all things, be readie to (tand forth andto ſay with him 1n the Goſpel, .44 
thus I bane done from my youth4:letvs ſee whereigsour obedience nay, where is 
Our care,to prooxe what ts the good will of God ©, Surely he which hathnocare of 
knowledg;harh no great delice of obediece. Mes greateſt delight,is iathethings 
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which God moſt hates,ſwearing,whoredome,oppreſſion,falſchood, cottempe 
of Gods word,&c.cither the Scriptureisa fable, or cliethe foule of the Lord 
abhorreth theſe: yet the practiſe of thelc is the very1oy and bulineile of the 
rimes,and nothing is lefſe reſpeRed,chen that which God molt requires. Itis 
igvainetoſay weloue God,when wewill doenothing for his ſake: who ſetterh 
himſelfeto reformeany thing at his bidding? T his is peore loue: Can awoman 
proltiture her body to a varlet,and yettruly fay,ſhe loverh her husband ? Iris 
not noſlible:No morecan any man call bimſcIfea frierd of God,iFhe docand 
performe the workes of the Diuell Thethird marke is,a griefeof heart,to ſee, 
and hearethe nameof Godto be dithonoured, the truth, the Religion and the 
profeſſion of the truth cuill{poken of, A faithfall friend cannot endure the re- 
proach of his friend, he cannot patiently (it by,& heare tim whom heloueth to 
be reuiled. The very blood of him that loues God,wil riſe to bebold that which 
may beea diſhonour ro God, Elakim and Shebnah rent their clothes, whenthey 
heard the blaſphemy of Rabſhakeh*, How did Moſes, whowas otherwiſe in his 
owne matters tbemeeckeſt mang, vexehimſlelfe when he beheld the idolatrie of 
the people h!Dautas eyes onſoed out riuers of waters,becauſe men kept net the Lawi: 
They which are (eaicd vp vnto ſalvation, doe morvrne and crie for all the aborzina- 
tions that be done in the midſt of the places where they liue*, What will become of 
vs.if we betried by this Rule? whoſe hearts baveluch a cruſt drawne over th, 
that neither our owne {ianes,nor the monlirous linnes of the times can make 
veto Jament.It never troubleth vs, toſee to what a hight and perfection linne 
is come in euery placezto heare every corner euen ring of ſweatings, blckinelle, 
cruelty,curling,contempt of goodnetie:whoſe bowels doe yerne in kim tocon- 
fiderit?T hat which would vexe therighteonsſoxleof Lit) , it hewerealiueto be- 
hcldir,that we can digelt and patle over without any trouble. There is litle log 
to God,wherethe extreameimpicty of thetimes is not taken to hearr, The 
fourth marke,isloue to Geds children: Zucry one which loueth him,which begate, 
loaeth him alſowhich is begotten of Sim", He which loveth God, mult needes 
loue the graces of God which doe appeare in others: this breederh truth of 
atieRion, cucn there where there 18 no knewledge or acquaintance other- 
wiſe: thevery nameof a Di/czple, isa ſufficient tye amongtt Chriſtians in- 
deede, There is no ſurer note of ſaiuation, We krow that wee are tranſlated 
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them, whoſe love toothers, 18 rather letſenedthen encreaſed by Religion 
in whoſe ejesfomearereſpeRtedſo much the letſe becaule of the profeſlion 
which they make, Surely, thereisno godlinette in him, which doth not love 
the beginnings of godlinetle in another, Thelaſt marke is, aſpeciallreſpet 
tothe thriving and proſperitie of Gods Church, Note wee this: the hazard 
of the Church bathgrieved the hearts of Gods ſervants, when for cutward 
things they have had no caule of forrowing, Nehemiah was in good eſtate, 
being the Kings butler ©, yet he wept and mourned, when he heard ofthe diltretle 
of leruſaleme. T he people of God did preferre lerasſalem totherr chiefenoy 4, Vri- 
iah would not goe downe to bis hoſe, andtake his eaſe when the Arkeof the Lord 
was in hazard =;It was no contentmentto the wife of Phinehas,to be told that [te 
had borne a ſome, when the glory was deparied from Iſrael, the Arke of God being tas 
heni, Againe, theproceedingof the Goſpell hathrefreſhed them in their af- 
flitions, and made them euento forget the ſortrowes thereof, Paul was in bands, 
yet, that Chrift u preached, I thereinioy, and williey (faith he) ©, T hisis worthy 
thethinking on by thoſe, who are of that carnal! diſpoſition, andſoſetvpon 
carthly things, that ſo they may haue for thebacke and the belly, and inoy 
health,and peace and plenty,care not which way Religion gocth, & hearkenas 
lirrle how it fareth with the Church,and whatis like ro become of the ſtate and 
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livein any ayre, andto turneto any Religion: Thereisno loueof God where 
the tate of his Churchis not thought vpon, 
Now, Ihopeyou feethat itwas no needlefſe exhortation which I vnder- 
tooke, toperſwadetotheloue of God, Ibelceuethatifweewhich and molt 
ypon it wereas well yrged,as Chriſt vrged che Phariſees,in thecaſe of adultery, 
we would euen ſlinke away one by one, being accuſed by owr owne conſcrencers, Lot *lohtyg. _ 
veallthen makethis vſe of this DoQrineof Gods free gues &loucin adopting 
vs, cuen to ſtirrevpour ſelues tothe Loveof his Maieſtie : There is comotiue 
to the Loving of God, comparablevnto this. Andif we would be thought to 
love God indeed, Jet our fruits declareit :our loue to his word, our loue of 
pbedicnce, our loucof hisſeruants, our loueof his glory,our loue 
of his Church, How cenſtthou ſay, 1 lone thee, (ſaid Delilah 
to Sampſon) whenthy beart not with me* ? and | * Tudg.16.x9. 
how canwelſay , welove God, when : 
| theſe fruites ſhall bee 
wanting? 
kw” 


